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THIS MONTH’S COVER 


The litho used on this issue's cover was 
designed by the Strobridge Lithograph 
Co. for the Barnum & Bailey Circus 

This design of the baby giraffe is a 12 
sheet, but other sizes were also used. It 
was used in 1916 and probably a couple 
of other years also, Original in the Harold 
Dunn Collection 


SCHLITZ MILWAUKEE PARADE 
DEFINITE FOR 1973 


Robert A. Uihlein, Jr., President of the 
Jos. Schlitz Brewing Company, announced 
that the Milwaukee July 4 circus parade 
will be held as usual in 1973 

This good news Clears any concern about 
the parade being discontinued due to 
Chappie Fox leaving the Circus World 
Museum, in Baraboo, Wisconsin 

Dick Sparrow and his 40 horse hitch will 
again be featured in the big 1973 event 

The dates set for the Old Milwaukee 
Days will be June 29 through July 4. The 
train will roll from Baraboo to Milwaukee 
on June 29, 1973. 
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SEND IN YOUR CHRISTMAS ADS 


The big Christmas issue of the Band- 
wagon is traditionally one in which many 
people extend season's greetings 

The cost of the various sized ads is listed 
in the masthead on page two. 

Please send your ad copy and checks to 
the Editor prior to December 1, 1972 


SCHLITZ LITHOGRAPH 
COLLECTION DONATED 


It was announced on October 17, 
1972 that the collection of circus lithos 
purchased by Schlitz from the estate of 
the late Lee Allen Estes, has been donated 
to the Circus World Museum. They have 
been on loan to the Museum since being 
purchased a few years ago. 

Included are 2,275 circus posters covering 
the period from 1880 to 1925. Five small 
pony circus wagons were also in the 
collection. These had been built for the 
V & H Circus 





We 1972 
CAS Convention 


The library of the Circus World Museum 
in Baraboo, Wisconsin was the site of the 
1972 convention of the Circus Historical 
Society. Members who gathered there on 
August 4 and 5 experienced a new concept 
in conventions. Instead of the usual round 
of business meeting - bull session - banquet 
this year's convention was constructed 
on the lines of an historical research work- 
shop, brainchild of President Reynolds 

Unfortunately, President Reynolds was 
ill and unable to attend his own inno- 
vation in CHS gatherings. The vice 
president greeted the members Friday 
morning, August 4 two presentations were 
made, The first was by Stuart Thayer on 
early show movement and the second by 
Robert Parkinson on photo identification 
and on original art of circus lithographs 
Friday afternoon the library was thrown 
open to the research efforts of the mem- 
bers, ably assisted by the staff. On Friday 
evening movies from the CWM collection 
were shown 

Saturday morning saw four more papers 
presented. Richard Flint on early Flatfoot 
animal expeditions, Fred Dahlinger, Jr 
on calliopes, Fred Pfening Ill on the Or- 
chestmelchor wagon and Tom Parkinson on 
correspondence from the William P. Hall 
records, On Saturday afternoon Robert 
Parkinson showed a large group of litho- 
graphs from the collection climaxed by a 
huge 48 sheet Sells Brothers litho just 
recently restored by John Lentz. That eve- 
ning members and their wives gathered for 
dinner without the formalities of a banquet 
Some 40 people sat down to this closing 
event of the convention 

The new format was welcomed and spo- 
ken well of by those attending. Partici- 
pation in the question periods following 
the papers and in the individual research 
session was gratifying to the organizers of 
the convention 

Robert Parkinson and his library staff 
(Dan Draper, John Lentz, Dick Flint and 
Bill Metzger) were very accommodating 
and a large measure of the credit for the 
success of the meeting must be given to 
them. The papers presented at the con- 
vention will be published in forthcoming 
issues of the Bandwagon. 


CHS BUTTONS AVAILABLE 

A newly designed Circus Historical 
Society membership button is now avail- 
able to members. It is 3” in diameter and is 
red with the CHS name and the two hemi- 
sphere bandwagon in black. A clear win- 
dow in the center allows the member's 
name and membership number to be typed 

Only 500 of the buttons have been made 
and they are available on a first-come 
basis to CHS members only 

The cost is only 50¢ and they are avail- 
able from Julian Jimenez, CHS Secretary- 
Treasurer. Send name and membership 
number when ordering 


THE GREAT TENTED R. R. 
CIRCUSES ARE GONE, BUT THEY 


LIVE AGAIN 


IN 8MM MOVIES 


OF FAMOUS CIRCUSES OF THE 
PAST — 1937 TO 1956 


For complete description and prices send stamped, 


address envelope to: — 


D. BERKERY 


106 Llandaff Road, Llanerch — Havertown Pa 


CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC., 


Julian Jiminez, Treas 


Recepits and Disbursements for the period May 1 


Bank Balance, May 1, 1971 


Receipts. 
Members 
New Members 
Subscriptions to Bandwagon 
Sale of back issues 
Advertising 
Convention Registration 

(And cash advance) 
Convention Expenses 

(And cash advance) 

Net Loss on convention 

“Returned Checks collected and redeposited 


$ 1,193.84 


1,194.75 


Disbursements 
Bandwagon Printing 
Bandwagon Postage 
Bandwagon Mailing 
Addressing Machine & Supply Co. 
Other postage 
Treasurer Supplies 
Printing Membership cards 
Secretary Expense 64.84 
President Expense 10.23 
Flowers 17.24 
Audit fees 25.00 
Membership Sheets 41.75 
Envelopes 412.30 
Election Expense 85.18 
Printing Membership Applications 38.86 
Treasurer Bond 25.00 
File and transportation 

from lowa to Kansas 68.54 
“Checks Returned 24.50 
Collection Expense (Foreign checks) 73 


8,192.73 
325.00 
210.00 
129,29 
305,00 

54.03 
90.88 


Income over disbursements 
Bank Balance April 30, 1972 


-Evelyn D. Runyan 
Public Accountant 


19083 


1971 thru April 30, 1972 


$ 8,857.00 
949.50 
1,791.05 
1,027.43 
531.50 


91) 
24.50 
13,180.07 


10,121.10 


$ 6,329.26 


3,058.97 
$ 9,388.23 





Famous Cineus Landmarks 


The Circus Winterquarters 
in West Baden, Indiana 


Indiana, the Hoosier State, famed in 
circus history for giving birth to so many 
shows and for being the winter home of 
many more, again provides the locale 
of this installment in the series of famous 
circus landmarks. The setting this time 
is in the southern part of the state, in the 
hill county, often described as the loveliest 
section of Indiana. The beautiful twin 
cities area of French Lick and West Baden 
Springs, spaced a mile apart, long famed 
as a major health spa and resort which 
in the first quarter of this century saw 
some of the nation’s finest hotels, sp: 
and casinos was the setting for a little 
over a dozen years of some of the top 
circus winterquarters activity in the land 
This is the story of the old West Baden 
quarters which from 1915 to 1928 served 
as the winter home of the Hagenbeck 
Wallace Circus and later John Robinson, 
both major railroad shows of their day 

Despite the historical importance of 
the West Baden quarters circus re 
searchers have been frustrated for the 
unexplained lack of photographic 
coverage and detailed data on the place. 
The late William H. Woodcock, who was 
in West Baden for a short time prior to 
going out with Hagenbeck-Wallace for 
the 1922 season, once expressed his frus 
tration at the great dearth of photos and 
other information about the quarters and 
even to this date only one reasonably 
complete set of photos has ever turned up 
Photo No. 3 — Panorama view of the main 
building complex of the Circus Winter- 
quarters at West Baden, Indiana in April 
1923. The office building is at the far right 
Note the large wagon shed in center of 
the photo and seen behind it the roof of 


By JOSEPH T. BRADBURY 


Photo No. 1 Edward Ballard. Photo 


courtesy of Charles E. Ballard 


— the Karl K. Knecht set taken in 1923. 
Woodcock opined that perhaps the 
scarcity was due to the popularity of the 
larger and better known quarters in Peru, 
further north in the state, which in marked 
contrast there are hundreds of photos, 
maps, charts, grafts and every conceivable 


in back. This photo was taken as 
Hagenbeck-Wallace was making final 
preparations before start of the 1923 season 
and is the best shot to turn up picturing 
the old West Baden quarters. Photo by 
Karl K. Knecht 


kind of data on Peru but sadly enough all 
of the photographers, fans, and re 
searchers seemed to neglect West Baden 
and consequently very little exi today 
that can give us a complete and accurate 
picture of the considerable circus history 
West Baden provides 

The story of the West Baden quarters 
revolves around the life of the late 
Edward Ballard, a home town boy who 
made good and struck it rich in the tradi 
tional American hion. Known every- 
where by his friends and associates 
Ed this friendly, kind, and generous man 
made his name in the circus and business 
world and left his mark on his community 
which has not been forgotten to this day 

Ed Ballard was quite young when he 
went to work for Lee W. Sinclair, who 
owned the West Baden Springs Hotel 
and was one of the two mighty powers 
of the West Baden-French Lick resort 
area. Thomas J. Taggart, who owned 
the French Lick Springs Hotel a mile 
away, was the other local powerhouse 
and it was Taggart and Sinclair who put 
this community on the map. Ballard 
began his career with Sinclair as a helper 
in the hotel’s bowling alley His rise 
waswas spectacular and before long he 
was associated with the Brown Club at 
French Lick, one of the top gambling 
casinos in the midwest. In time Ballard 
would own Brown’s and a mass fortune. 
Ballard invested wisely in real estate and 


the ring training barn. Edward Ballard’s 
home was located off the photo on the right 
several hundred feet from the first building 
shown Note one of the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace Knox tractors on the gravel road in 
foreground and a couple of 8 horse hitches 





Photo No. 4 — This view of the West Baden 
quarters taken in April 1923 shows the area 
immediate to left of the main building 
complex. Hagenbeck-Wallace personnel 
are in process of weather proofing the 
show's canvas just prior to the 1923 
season. Note the 3 Curtis built canvas 
spool wagons in background. The small 
structure in center background is the polar 
bear house. Two canvas covered tableau 
wagons (or cages) are on the loop road to 
right of the photo. Photo by Karl K 
Knecht 


other interprises. He also had a taste for 
showbusiness and circuses in particular 
and in 1913 he entered that picture for the 
first time by becoming a major partici- 
pant in a syndicate which purchased the 
well known Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus. 

After a costly and near disastrous win- 
terquarters flood at Peru in the spring of 
1913 Ben E. Wallace decided to dispose of 
his show and sold it at Albany, N.Y. on 
June 11, 1913 while it was on tour. The 
purchasers were a rather large group of 
investors which organized the Carl 
Hagenbeck and Great Wallace Shows 
Co. with headquarters in Indianapolis 
Heading the new firm was John O. Talbot, 
President, Edward Ballard, vice president, 
and C. E. Corey, secretary-treasurer. 
Corey was a nephew of Ben Wallace and 
became the road manager and provided 
most of the circus know-how for the group. 
Other members of the syndicate included 
Louis Davenport, owner of the Hotel 


Photo No. 5 — Two of the new Curtis built 
seat wagons at West Baden quarters winter 
of 1920-21. In background at the right 
is the office building and in center another 
of the quarter's structures. The houses on 
the hill in background are not believed to 
have been part of the quarters Bill 
Woodcock Collection 


Davenport in Davenport, Iowa, Charles 
Hagaman, John B. Warren, H. L. Harrison, 
and Crawford Fairbanks, owner of a 
brewery in Terre Haute, Indiana. 

The show made arrangements with 
Ben Wallace and rented the Peru quarters 
for the winter of 1913-14. Some members 
of the group by 1914 had sold out and 
gradually most of them would leave with 
their interests being purchased by Ballard. 
By the end of 1914 it was evident that 
Ballard was headed for full control of 
the show. The show was in quarters at 
the Carthage Fair Grounds near Cincin- 
nati during the winter of 1914-15 but there 
is indication that possibly some of the 
stock, probably baggage horses, may 
have wintered at one of Ballard’s farms 
near West Baden. The following was 
recorded in the 1914 Hagenbeck-Wallace 
route book. 

“This show will winter at the Carthage 
Fair Grounds, near Cincinnati, Ohio 
and on Mr. Ed Ballard’s farms near West 
Baden, Ind. Mr. C. E. Corey, the general 
manager will continue to reside at Peru, 
Ind. and that city will remain the general 
offices of the show, and all business mail 
should be addressed there.” 

During the 191 ason Ballard took 
over the controlling interest of the show 
and all investors with the exception of 
Crawford Fairbanks left the firm. C. E 
Corey did remain as general manager and 
travelled on the road with the show. Al- 
though Ballard would make frequent 
visits, sometimes staying a few days or a 
week, he never actually travelled with 
show, leaving the day by day routine 
management to Corey and those who 
succeeded him. This was Ballard’s prac 
tice throughout the years he was in circus 
business. 

By the summer of 1915 Ballard had 
accumulated considerable real estate 
holdings in the West Baden area and he 


Photo No. 2 — Edward Ballard's Home at 
West Baden, Indiana. Photo courtesy of 
Charles E. Ballard 


felt he could establish adequate quarters 
for the circus there and it would be a big 
boost to the community to have a major 
railroad show in its midst for the winter. 
Preparations were made to establish 
quarters so as to receive the show upon 
conclusion of the 1915 season. 

The site selected for the main quarters 
was located about half way between West 
Baden and French Lick and the various 
structures would be built a short distance 
behind the new home Ballard was building 
which was located on the east side of the 
main road linking the two towns. Both 
the home and quarters were completed 
about the same time. 

Mr. Charles E. Ballard, son of Ed 
Ballard, and currently living in Peru, Ind. 
has been most helpful to the author in 
the preparation of this article and recently 
very kindly described the new mansion 
and quarters his father built in 1915. 
Charles Ballard grew up with the circus 
quarters in his backyard and has fond 
memories of his young days in West 
Baden. An elephant was named for him, 
the famous “Charley Ed”. Unfortunately 
young Ballard lost a leg due to a pony 
cart accident while playing in the winter. 
quarters. 

Charles Ballard says there was a tract 
of about 100 acres of land in the 





im- 


Photo No. 6 
patent seat 
quarters winter of 


The Capt. William H. Curtis 
wagons at the West Baden 
1920-21 They were 
used for the first time by Hagenbeck- 
Wallace during the 1921 season The 
quarters’ wagon shed is in background and 
note just to rear of the section of seats a 
portion of the old Carl Hagenbeck Ceylon 
tableau wagon. Bill Woodcock Collection 





Photo No. 7 Detailed photograph with 
explanatory notes penciled in one of the 
Curtis built seat wagons at West Baden 
quarters winter of 1920-21. This photo was 
taken in the open area just to left of the 
main building complex and hill in back- 
ground is one that was located immediately 
to one side of the quarters area Bill 
Woodcock Collection 


mediate vicinity of the home and quarters 
The home was a _ beautiful structure, 
colonial style, built of hand made bricks 
and had imported marble fireplaces from 
France and fountain and statuary from 
Italy. Black walnut panelling was from 
Germany and Ballard acquired objects 
of art, furniture, fine paintings, and rare 
antiques from all over Europe The 
mansion had twelve acres of landscaped 
gardens, ponds, and shade trees. The 
entire home, landscaping, and furnishings 
were valued at several millions of dollars 

Immediately behind the mansion was 
the area where the winterquarters was 
built and ample buildings, sheds, and 
shops were erected to house the entire 
show with the exception of the baggage 
horses which were pastured on an 1109 
acre farm Ballard owned which was 
located about eight miles from town 
The buildings of the quarters were located 
about 150 yards or more to rear of the 
Ballard home and _ covered 
approximately two city blocks 
the road from the main building complex 
were several acres of fenced in pasture 
land and adjoining this and located 
near the main West Baden-French Lick 
road was a large open field which was the 
show lot which the circus used to set up on 
when it exhibited in its home town 

The Karl K. Knecht cartoon tch pic 
tures the overall locale of the area with 
location of the Ballard home, circus 
winterquarters, the major hotels, casinos, 
rail facilities and other points of interest 
pointed out. 

Although there are no known photos 
showing the quarters before 1923 it is 
believed they were pretty much the same 
when initially built in 1915. From existing 
photographs there appears to have been at 


an area 


Across 
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seven of 
have 


least eight buildings, which 
appear in photo no. 3 to been 
grouped rather close together. The sketch 
map pictures the seven buildings in the 
group and although we have no detailed 
information as to the activity of each 
it is obvious building no. 1 served as the 
office and no. 3 as the wagon storage shed 
No. 5 should be the ring training barn 
The animal barn shown in photos 10 
and 11 according to eyewitnesses was 
located 100 yards or more away from the 
rest of the buildings and does not show 
in photo no. 3. The polar bear quarters 
are pictured in photo no. 4 and were 
located a short distance from the gravel 
road which looped off to the right from 
the main building complex What 
structures existed other than those shown 
in the photos is not known 

Tho Forstall, who was at West Baden 
quarters for three winters, 1926-28, recalls 
most of the buildings were not too large 
and were of wooden construction with 
exception of the main animal barn which 
was mostly brick and well headed by 
steam. He said the office in which he 
worked was located only a short distance 
down the hill from Mr. Ballard’s big 
brick house, obviously the building 
marked no. | in the sketch 

The railroad car shops were located on 
the Monon Railway which ran across the 
street from the Ballard home and the 
snow’s rail equipment was stored on 
No sidings were 


sidings near the shops. 
ever run off the railroad into the main 


quarters site. Charles E. Bennett, who 
lived in Bedford, Ind., 1911-26, often 
visited the West Baden quarters and 
recalls that the railroad car shop was 
across the street and down about 250 ft 
or more from the Ballard home. He 
remembers the shops as being rather 
small and noted that in the early years 
when the show had only wooden cars 
these would be sent to the Monon shops 
in LaFayette, Ind. to be repaired during 
the winter and actually not too much 
work was done on them in West Baden 
other than repainting and probably re- 
decking. However there were car shops 
erected by the show in West Baden and 


Ses 
Photo No. 8 Scene at West Baden quar- 
ters just prior to the 1923 season opening 
of Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus. This view 
was taken from a corner of the wagon 
shed looking across the open area to the 
left of the quarters. In far background is 
seen the canvas laid out for weather- 
proofing including the 3 canvas spool wa- 
gons. A variety of wagons are shown 
including on the left the big top pole wagon 
The little house at top left of the photo is 
the polar bear quarters. Photo by Karl K 
Knecht 


served as long as the quarters were in 
existence. The show would load and 
unload on a siding near the quarters with 
only about a quarter of a mile haul at most 

The West Baden-French Lick com 
munity had good rail facilities. The 
Monon had a branch which ran from 
Orleans off the main _ Indianapolis- 
Louisville line into the town and pro- 
vided sidings near the French Lick Hotel 
for the parking of private cars which 
were plentiful during the early 1900's 
The Southern Railway had a_ branch 
coming in from Huntington off the main 
Louisville-St. Louis line. With these 
fine rail connections the shows wintering 
in West Baden had excellent routes to 
move in any direction it desired. Many 
seasons would see Louisville as the first 
stand after leaving W Baden 

When the quarters were ready to 
receive Hagenbeck-Wallace upon con 
clusion of the 1915 season they were fully 
adequate to accommodate the large rail 
road show which according to the 
Havirland files had travelled on 53 cars 
that season. (These being of course 60 
ft. wooden cars). The animal barn could 
accommodate a dozen or more elephants, 
an equal number of other lead stock, and 
up to 20 or more road cage dens of wild 
animals. Blacksmith, carpenter, and 
paint shops were equipped to provide the 
necessary services for a show of this size 
and the wagon storage shed could provide 
shelter for the vehicles There were 
offices, wardrobe storage and work areas 
dormitories for the quarters crew, a cook 
house, in short a full and complete winter- 





quarters had been built by Ballard for 
his show and West Baden would become 
the winter home of the Hagenbeck 
Wallace Circus for the next nine years. 

In 1916 Ballard purchased the West 
Baden Springs Hotel from the daughter 
of Lee Sinclair who had died a few years 
earlier. This magnificent structure was 
known as the “Eighth Wonder of the 
World” and truly it was just that. There 
was no place like it. The story of this 
fabulous building has recently been told 
in a booklet, “Biography of a Hotel” by 
Gregory S. Gatsos and is highly recom 
mended for all interested in the story of 
Edward Ballard and West Baden Springs 
The hotel’s remarkable architecture was 
highlighted by a huge dome which 
covered the inner Pompeiian Court, or 
Atrium. During the winter season when 
the show was in quarters a circus ring 
was erected in the center of the court 
and performances were staged for the 
hotel’s guests. During several months 
immediately following World War I the 
army took over the hotel as a 
valescence center for wounded soldiers 
and circus performances were staged in 
the Atrium for their enjoyment. Karl 
Knecht recalls seeing a steel arena erected 
and wild animal acts presented as part of 
the performance. During the normal 
winter season Ballard’s circus was a 
main part of the resort’s social life and 
entertainment. Visitors were welcomed 
at the winterquarters and according to 
observers no admission charge was ever 
made. The town was friendly to circus 
people and troupers who have wintered 
there recall it to have been a very pleasant 
spot which they enjoyed 

In addition to owning Brown's Casino, 
the West Baden Springs Hotel, and 
Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus, Ballard ac 
quired fully a thousand acres of land in 
and around the resort area. He had now 
replaced Sinclair as one of the twin kings 
of the place and he and Tom Taggart re 


con 


Photo No. 9 Animals being loaded into 
Hagenbeck-Wallace Cage No. 7 at West 
Baden quarters just prior to start of the 
1923 season. Photo by Karl K. Knecht 


mained the top hob nobs of the day 
Ballard was a Republican and Taggart 
had been three times Democratic mayor 
of Indianapolis but they got along per 
fectly and were the best of friends even 
though rivals for the tourist’s dollars 
which in those lush days were plentiful 
and enough to go around for both 
Ballard’s gambling affiliations did not 
jeopardize his relationship with the com- 
munity. His club was geared strictly for 
the tourist’s dollar and for those who 
could afford it and throughout his life 
time he was held in the highest esteem by 
the local populace, many of them em- 
ployed by him in his various interests 

On Oct. 26, 1916 Hagenbeck-Wallace 
played West Baden for the first time and 
the natives got their first real look at the 
show. This was at the conclusion of the 
1916 season but from then on each spring 
saw the show either having its official 

son opener in the city or a dress re 
hearsal before it left on its annual tour 
Some route sheets don’t list the opening 
West Baden date but in any event all 
canvas was erected, rehearsals held, and 
a performance given for the local 
populace 

In 1916 and 1917 the Hagenbeck 
Wallace show did well and according to 
the Havirland lists travelled on 57 cars 
In 1918 with the nation well into World 
War I| the number of 's was cut to 49 
The 1918 season which at the onset was 
hampered by wartime restrictions, a 
shortage of help, and disruption by the 
draft, was soon to see the show deep in 
tragedy. On June 22, 1918 at Ivanhoe, 
Indiana, near Gary, the second section 
of the train hauling mainly the sleeping 
cars was struck in the rear by a speeding 
empty troop train resulting in the worst 
circus rail disaster in history. Some 68 
lives were lost and many more injured 
This tragedy is still recalled by old 
troupers whenver they gather to talk of 
the past. Although the season was re 
sumed and completed the show's oper- 
ating company found itself in deep 
financial trouble although BBallard per- 
sonally remained financially sound. He 
had paid very promptly the heavy claims 


Photo No. 22 The West Baden Springs 
Hotel at West Baden, Indiana This 
“Eighth wonder of the World” was owned 
by Ed Ballard from 1916-34 Karl K 
Knecht Collection 


due to the wreck which are said to have 
been in excess of three hundred thousand 
dollars. The entire season was disastrous 
and heavy debts and claims forced it into 
receivership in the fall. Only Ballard and 
Crawford Fairbanks remained as stock 
holders in the company. The show came 
back into West Baden quarters and was 
advertised and sold at a receivers sale on 
Dec. 28, 1918. Some rather startling news 
came out of the le and the events 
behind the scenes were not known for 
some time. The Jan. 4, 1919 Billboard told 
the story of the > as follow 

“MUGIVAN AND BOWERS BUY 
HAGENBECK-WALLACE. Show sold at 
Receivers Sale at French Lick, Ind, 
$36,100 reported as price paid by new 
owners. Ed Ballard retires from Amuse 
ment Business. 


A surprise was sprung in the circus 


world Saturday, when, at a_ receivers 
sale at French Lick, Indiana the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace circus passed into the 
hands of Jerry Mugivan and Bert Bowers, 


Photo No. 10 Elephant and manpower 
backing Hagenbeck-Wallace Cage No. 6 
to the animal barn at West Baden quarters 
to load the beasts just prior to start of the 
1923 season. Observers say that the animal 
barn which was the best built structure of 
the quarters was located some distance 
from the main building complex. Photo by 
Karl K. Knecht 





owners of the John Robinson Circus and 
the Howes Great London Shows. 

“The sale was conducted Saturday 
afternoon December 28 at the French 
Lick Springs Hotel, sealed bids being 
presented. The price paid by Mugivan 
and Bowers, it was understood, was 
$36,100 dollars and it is the general 
opinion that these enterprising showmen 
secured a bargain. The second bid was 
that of John Ringling. There were several 
other bids on the property but none was 
offered by Ed Ballard, former owner of 
the majority of the stock in the circus 
corporation. 

“The Carl Hagenbeck and Great 
Wallace Show Co. which operated the cir- 
cus was put into the hands of a receiver, 
John R. Ward, several months ago and 
the announcement was made that the 
property would be sold. At that time the 
opinion seemed to obtain among circus 
people that Mr. Ballard or some of the 
other stock holders would bid in the 
show, but it was generally understood by 
Mr. Ballard’s friends that he would retire 
from the circus business which took up a 
large part of his time and devote himself 
entirely to his large hotel and other 
interests 

“No tement was made by Mugivan 
and Bowers as to their plans for the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus, but it is 
thought that they will continue its 
operation under the same title and use 
about the same number of cars as in the 
past few seasons. 


“The circus was sold in its entirety, 


good will and trade name and property 


which included twenty-five flat cars, 
twelve stock cars, two advertising cars, 


Photo No. 11 — Animals being transferred 
from the menagerie barn at West Baden 
quarters into one of the Hagenbeck-Wallace 
road dens just prior to start of the 1923 
season, This cage with three den com- 
partments is the design which Bill Curtis 
would use in the major construction project 
of new Hagenbeck-Wallace cages (and 
other American Circus Corporation units) 
beginning in the winter of 1924-25. Photo 
by Karl K. Knecht 


one store car, eight sleeping coaches, 
one private coach, hors ponies, ten 
elephants, six camels, five hybrid zebra: 
six lions, buffalo, two ostriches, six 
monkeys; thirty six parade wagons, in- 
cluding twenty-one wild animal cages; 
fifty-five baggage wagons, three canvas 
spool wagons, two pole wagons, two 
stake drivers, two dynamic lighting 
plants, one complete gasoline lighting 
system, two 45 horse power Knox tractors, 
one patented gasoline cooking system, one 
complete set of blocks, poles, and seats, 
harness for 220 head of horses.” 

Ed Ballard, despite the story was far 
from retirement in circus business. In 
fact for the next ten years he would 
become one of the giants in the business. 
If Ballard had had any serious thoughts 
of retiring he cancelled them when 
Mugivan and Bowers entered the picture. 
Their purchase of the property had been 
part of a maneuver and Ballard entered 
into active participation with them in 
their various circus enterprises. In 1920 
Mugivan, Bowers, and Ballard formed 
the American Circus Corporation which 
became the holding company for all of 
the various circus operating companies 
they owned. Stock in the corporation 
was divided equally among the three. 

The winterquarters property in West 
Baden did not figure into the deal and 
Ballard maintained personal ownership 
of it. Some financial arrangement was 
made to compensate him for use of the 
quarters which housed one of the trio’s 
shows thru the winter of 1927 

In the meantime Bert Bowers took over 
the management of Hagenbeck-Wallace 
in 1919 which continued to winter in 
West Baden. The show was reorganized, 
cut to 30 cars, and did great business 
during the post war boom seasons of 1919 
and 1920. For the 1920 season the show 
was equipped with new 70 and 72 ft. steel 
flat cars and stocks from the Mt. Vernon 
Car Manufacturing Co. and was the first 
of the Ballard, Bowers, Mugivan, shows 
to receive these new cars. The show con 
tinued on 30 cars as long as the trio owned 
it 

During the winter of 


1920-21 while 


Hagenbeck-Wallace was in West Baden 
quarters William H. Curtis, the show's 
superintendent and mechanical genius, 
designed and built new mechanical seat 
wagons and the show went out with them 
for the 1921 season. The show had earlier 
been equipped with canvas loading spool 
wagons which Curtis had developed when 
he was with Sells-Floto 

When Hagenbeck-Wallace first came 
to West Baden to winter the show carried 
a number of very elaborate parade and 
cage wagons of both Great Wallace and 
Carl Hagenbeck origin. Especially ornate 
were several long and highly carved cages 
Ben Wallace had put on his show years 
ago. These cages as well as many of the 
band and tableau wagons gradually dis- 
appeared from view while the show was 
in West Baden being replaced by newer 
and less decorative vehicles Bill 
Woodcock says during the time he was in 
West Baden just prior to the 1922 
Hagenbeck-Wallace season he noted in 
the animal barn that three of these long 
cages minus their wheels and gears had 
been placed on the floor to house the 
animals in quarters while the road dens 
were being repaired. One of these was 
the 22 ft. Great Wallace lion den with the 
elephant carvings in center. (See photo 
17). Woodcock at the same time also saw 
on the grounds a pile of wood ashes and 
iron and was told it was where the little 
Eagle chariot wagon, long a feature of 
the Hagenbeck-Wallace parades, had been 
recently burned. (See photo 16). He re- 
marked that the former Carl Hagenbeck 
Ceylon tableau wagon was in quarters at 
the time under a shed but that it didn’t 
go on the road for the 1922 or subsequent 
seasons and its fate is unknown. Although 
the Carl Hagenbeck Elephant tableau 
wagon had been on the road in 
Woodcock says it was not in quarters 
he could not find out what had happened 
to it. Other former parade wagons which 





Photo No. 12 — Rolling up canvas on one 
of the Curtis built spool wagons of 
Hagenbeck-Wallace after weatherproofing 
at the West Baden quarters in April 1923. 
Photo by Karl K. Knecht 





Photo No. 13 — Loading Hagenbeck-Wallace 
baggage wagons at West Baden quarters 
immediately before start of the 1923 sea- 
son. This photo shows wagons parked to 
left of the wagon shed. Photo by Karl K 

Knecht 


faded from sight while the show 
quartered in West Baden were the huge 
Great Wallace chariot bandwagon and 
the Carl Hagenbeck steam calliope 
Tradition has it that both were destroyed 
in wrecks of the show about 1917 but 
details are lacking 

Ben E. Wallace, owner of the large Peru, 
Ind. quarters died April 8, 1921 and on 
October 27 the same year his « 
the quarters to the American Circus 
Corporation. Although for the past few 
winters the corporation’s John Robinson 
Circus had wintered in Peru it had done so 
through a rental agreement with Wallace 
At that time actually the Peru quarters 
could only comfortably house a single 
show but soon after the corporation took 
title to it work started on enlargement 
and improvements so that in time it would 
be able to house three large railroad 
circuses. In the meantime the corporation 
shows were scattered at various quarters. 
For example during the 1921 season four 
shows had been on the road and that 
winter they went into four separate quar 
ters; John Robinson to Peru, Hagenbeck 
Wallace to West Baden, Sells-Floto, 
Denver, and Howes Great London and 
Van Amburg, Montgomery, Ala. 

Jerry Mugivan retired from active man- 
agement of the John Robinson Circus fol- 
lowing the 1921 season but Mr. Bowers 
continued with Hagenbeck-Wallace on 


was 


ate sold 


thru 1924. Ballard of course did not 
travel nor was in any active managerial 
capacity of any individual show but re 
mained strictly with the high level 
American Circus Corporation 

At the conclusion of the 1924 season a 
somewhat unusual happening took place 
Hagenbeck-Wallace went into quarters 
at Peru while John Robinson was sent to 
West Baden. Reasons for the switch are 


not known to the author but speculation 
on the matter can give several possible 


reasons. 

During the winter of 1924-25 there was 
scheduled a major rebuilding job on the 
physical equipment of Hagenbeck 
Wallace, the primary task being the 
construction of about 13 new cages by 
Bill Curtis on a style which in time would 
be used on most of the cages of the 
American Circus Corp. show These 
were the now famous Curtis cages with 
the well known design using two, three, 
or four arches to separate the individual 
dens. This large construction and reno 


Photo No. 14 — Hagenbeck-Wallace on the 
lot at West Baden, Indiana, opening day 
1923. Left to right is shown the sideshow 
marquee with menagerie just behind it, and 
big top. All new canvas was used and show 
made a beautiful sight set up on the lot for 
the first time in the new season. This lot 
was an open field to left of the main 
building complex and located near the 
main road connecting West Baden and 
French Lick. Less than a quarter of a mile 
away were the railroad runs where the 
show would load to move to Louisville, 
Ky. for the next stand. Photo by Karl K 
Knecht 


Photo No. 15 — Loading the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace flat cars in the West Baden rail 
yards as show prepares its first move of 
the 1923 season to Louisville, Ky. Loading 
runs were a short distance for the show's 
winterquarters. Photo by Karl K. Knecht 


vation of Hagenbeck-Wallace could be 
done better in the more spacious and su 
perior equipped Peru shops. Another pos 
sible reason for the switch of quarters was 
the managerial changes which took place 
for the 1 season. Mugivan had wanted 
Bowers to retire ever since he had quit 
actual road management and be more 
available for top level duties. So for 1925 
Dan Odom who had been manager of 
John Robinson in 1924 became 
Hagenbeck-Wallace’s road while 
SamB. Dill who had been Odom’s assis 
tant in 1924 was given the top post with 
John Robinson 

The switch of John Robinson to West 
Baden had practically no change in the 
normal routine of winterquarter work, 
except that show still had the old style 
60 ft. wooden flat cars and this necessi 
tated more work in that department 
Both Hagenbeck-Wallace and John 
Robinson travelled on 30 cars and al 
though H-W could carry more wagons 
on their 70 ft. flats still both shows were 
practically the same size physically 

John Robinson continued to winter at 
West Baden for the next three winters. 
As the show was still parading regularly 
in 1924 it brought to West Baden that 
winter its compliment of parade ve- 
hicles. Although not intending to parade 
in 1925 the show did restore the parade 
after about a month and put into use 


boss 





Photo No. 16 Hagenbeck-Wallace Eagle 
chariot tableau wagon ready to leave lot for 
parade, season 1915-17 This beautiful 
little wagon which was long a feature of 
the Hagenbeck-Wallace parades was 
burned at West Baden quarters winter of 
1921-22. Photo by W. Hope Tilley 


some of the parade equipment but fol 
lowing the season all parades were can 
celled. As was true with Hagenbeck 
Wallace a number of John Robinson 
parade vehicles faded from view while 
the show was in West Baden, A few such 
as the old Dode Fisk tableau were con 
verted to baggage wagon and re 
mained on the show but the old Forepaugh 
wagon was dismantled and the fate of 
others is uncertain 

Theo Forstall recalls that when he was 
in West Baden during the winters with 
John Robinson that Mr. Ballard would 
often drop in the office to exchange 
pleasantries but that he never interferred 
in the regular routine business affairs 
handled by Manager Sam Dill or other 
officials. Forstall terms Mr. Ballard 
very fine and likeable person who was 
good to all who worked for him. He 
said Ballard thought a lot of Sam Dill 
but wasn’t too hot on Louis Chase, the 
new John Robinson manager who re 
placed Dill after the 1927 ason, a 
thought shared by many 
Forstall. 

The Spring of 1927 in West Baden was 
an exciting time for those attending the 
Circus Fans Association second annual 
national convention which was held to 
coincide with the season’s 
John Robinson. Quite a number of CFAs 
were there and Karl Knecht said Mr 
Ballard was a gracious host thorwing a 
large party at the West Baden Springs 
Hotel for the fans as well as entertaining 
them royally at the John Robinson 
opening. 

While John Robinson was on the road 
during the 1 season a fire broke out 
on Sept. 25 at the West Baden quarters 
and destroyed a number of buildings. It 
seems the fire was quite serious and did 
considerable damage but strangely 


use 


asa 


according to 
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opening of 


enough it didn’t cause much of a stir and 
not a line could be found about the fire 
in a recent search of the local newspaper 


Newspaper advertisement for Hagenbeck- 
Wallace stand at West Baden-French Lick 
Indian, Oct. 26, 1916 
Bradbury 


WEST BADEN-FRENCH LICK 


THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 


26. 


_ THE WONDER SHOW. 
THE LIKE OF WHICH YOU NEVER SAW BE 


URED POR CAPITAL INVESTED 


womens, $3,000, 000 


NEVER WITNHSSED A 
‘CIRCUS LIKE THYS. 


fat Commphess what no tho 


| ie Zoo: On Earth 
50 CLOWNS 50 


INCLUDING PIRO THE NINCS JESTE! 











Collection of Joe 


Photo No, 17 The 22 ft. Great Wallace 
lion den, was heavily carved and used for 
many years by the Great Wallace and later 
Hagenbeck-Wallace shows This photo 
shows the den in parade about 1910. Note 
the huge elephant carvings in the center 
panel. Later the den had its wheels and 
gears removed and served as permanent 
cage quarters in the menagerie barn at West 
Baden quarters. Joe Bradbury (Melvin) 
Collection 


files. Others with the show don’t recall 
it, nor does Forstall, but it is more under- 
standable since they were on the road 
at the time. Charles Ballard remembers 
it and recalls that the office, wardrobe, 
and animal barn did not burn and that all 
of the damaged buildings were soon 
replaced but he doesn't remember any 
details of how it started 

Ed Hollis recently found this short notice 
in The Paoli (Ind.) Republican dated Wed 
Sept. 28, 1927- 

“A bad fire occurred on the show 
grounds at West Baden last Saturday 
entailing a loss of several thousand dol 
lars. Five buildings, consisting of work 
shops and barns were totally destroyed 
The show is still out making its circuit 
and as it will be several weeks before time 
for it to return to winterquarters it is 
probable that there will be time to erect 
new buildings before it returns.” 

The January 1928 White Tops had a 
little more details concerning the fire. 

“JOHN ROBINSON CIRCUS, West 
Baden, Ind. Dec. 15 — All evidences of 

strous fire which swept winter 

in September while the show 
as on the road are now obliterated. The 
buildings destroyed, included the black 
smith and wagon shop, paint shop, wagon 
sheds, hay storage barn and smaller 
storage buildings. These have been re- 
placed by more commodious, better ar- 
ranged buildings. Construction work has 
been completed, and the new shop mach- 
inery is now being installed by the manu- 
facturers’ mechanics. All buildings have 
heavy concrete floors and ample window 
lights. The new machinery will be 
operated throughout by electric motors. 





“Egypt Thompson, asst. manager, has 
a gang of 30 men and several teams busy 
filling in the ground around the car shop 
and sidings raising the track level some 
four feet and making stone roadways 
allowing easy access to all storage tracks. 
Bob Thornton and Carlos Carreon are 
hard at work in the ring barn. They 
are breaking a new 12 horse liberty act 
with cream colored horses. This will 
give the show three 12 horse acts for one 
number. Theo Schroder and Capt. Bert 
Noyes are busy at all times around the 
animal barn. While actual breaking of the 
new wild animal acts has not been started, 
daily workouts of the old acts are in order. 
A recent battle to the death among the 
polar bears attained wide newspaper 
publicity. The dead bear, Murphey, has 
already been replaced. Capt. Noyes has 
trained one of his elephants to act as 
caddy on the golf links, not only to carry 
the clubs as does a human caddy, but 
likewise the player if he feels inclined to 
climb on “Sadie’s” head and ride from 
hole to hole. Among celebraties stopping 
at the big hotels, who have recently tried 
out the elephant caddy innovation and 
have pictures to prove it are John T 
McCutcheon, the Chicago Tribune car- 
toonist, Roscoe “Fatty’’ Arbuckle and 
Irene Castle (Mrs. McLaughlin). Miss 
Castle became very popular with the 
residents of the elephant barn and the 
monkey cages as on each daily visit she 
brought a huge sack of the delicacies 
animals. 


relished by thes 
“Earl Bapty, boss props, on the road, 


is for the fourth season the winter 
quarters purchasing agent and general 


Photo No. 19 — Two wagons of the 1929 
Gentry Bros. Circus in the wagon grave- 
yard at the old West Baden quarters. This 
undated photo was probably taken about 
1933 and shows a baggage wagon and a 
former Ringling tableau wagon which was 
used on the Floyd and Howard King rail- 
road shows in period 1925-29. The area 
these wagons are located appear to have 
been between the building complex and 
the hill just to right of them. Fred Pfening 
Collection 


utility man a ing Manager Sam B. 
Dill in many w John Eli “Frenchy” 
has the cookhouse as usual and Theo 
Forstall is keeping the office typewriter 
from rusting up in the winter time.” 

From these notices it would seem the 
fire was pretty severe and destroyed many 
of the quarter’s buildings. Tradition has 
long held that the fire destroyed two 
famous John Robinson parade wagons 
used during the early 1920’s. These were 
the former Norris & Rowe, 101 Ranch, 
Howes Great London 1921 etc. highly 
carved bandwagon and the former Yankee 
Robinson, Howes Great London 1921 
steam calliope. John Robinson had car- 
ried both of these wagons during the 1924 
season and shortly afterwards they fade 
from sight causing many historians to 
accept the fire theory. 


Photographs are not available to deter- 
mine the nature and extent of the rebuild 
at West Baden following the fire but in 
any event it appears from the White Tops 
article and Charles Ballard’s testimony 
that the quarters were rebuilt and modern- 
ized and were fully adequate and ready to 
receive the John Robinson Circus when 
it came in following the 1927 season. 

As mentioned previously Louis Chase 
replaced Sam Dill as manager of John 
Robinson for the 1 season. Unlike 
the fun days of the 1927 season opening 
the 1928 beginning was a nightmare. 
Heavy rains caused Lost River to flood 
and the rapidly rising waters engulfed the 
show set up on the West Baden lot. Only 
quick work by the show’s personnel pre- 
vented a real disaster but even so con- 
siderable damage was done to the equip- 
ment, although no real damage was 
done to the quarters installations. The 
show had only recently been equipped 
with new all steel 70 and ft. flat cars 
from McVernon and was using them for 
the first time in 1928. It managed to 
load out okay and move on to its next 
stand but a few days later the train was 
involved in a derailment in Kentucky al- 
though the damage was not very large 
The 1928 season was a rough one for the 
show and upon conclusion of the season 


it was sent into quarters at Peru rather 
than W Baden 

The specific reasoning behind the move 
to Peru is not known to the author but 
again we can speculate. Forstall says 
that Mugivan was greatly displeased with 
the way Louis Chase had let the show 
run down and he wanted it in Peru under 
his watchful eye and he soon replaced 
Chase with Jess Adkins. Another possible 
reason is that the Peru quarters had been 
further enlarged and it was felt it would 
be best to house all three of the American 
Circus Corporation units which consisted 
of Sells-Floto, Hagenbeck-Wallace, and 
John Robinson there. Forstall says that 
shortly after the close of the 1928 season 
he and Egypt Thompson were sent down 
to West Baden to get out the office files 
and other stuff from the wardrobe shop 
and other buildings that had been left 
there when the show went out in the 
spring as at that time they expected to 
return there in the fall 

Thus after nine winters the West Baden 
community found itself without a circus 
in its mid However, there would still 
be some circus activity at the old quarters 
before finis could be written to them. 

During the fall and early winter of 1928- 
29 the American Circus Corporation pur- 
chased both the Sparks and Al G. Barnes 
Circuses and for the 1929 season put on 
the road a total of five railroad shows 
rolling a total of 145 cars. Ed Ballard, 
the local West Baden boy made good, now 
was a kingpin in the corporation con 
trolling all of this circus which even sur- 
passed John Ringling’s 90 cars on his 
single show. However the days of the 
pinacle were numbered as in September 


Photo No. 20 — Tableau wagon used by 
the 1929 Gentry Bros. Circus in the wagon 
graveyard at West Baden quarters. Photo 
was probably taken about 1933. This was 
a former Ringling tableau wagon which was 
used by Floyd and Howard King on their 
railroad shows in period 1925-29. The 
house shown at top right of the photo 
appears to have been one on the hill ad- 
jacent to the main quarters complex. Fred 
Pfening Collection 





1929 the American Circus Corporation 
sold all of its properties, the five shows, 
and Peru quarters to John Ringling. 
Again let it be mentioned that the West 
Baden quarters were not involved in this 
deal as Ballard personally owned them 
and consequently were not part of the 
property sold to Ringling 

Even though Ballard exited from circus 
business in September 1929 in less than 
two months there would be circus property 
back at his West Baden quarters. Here’s 
the story 

Floyd and Howard King’s 15 car Gentry 
Bros. Circus went broke at Paris, Teen 
Oct. 25, 1929 and after a bankruptcy 
sale on Nov. 9 that year the property was 
bought by the Donaldson Lithographing 
Co. of Newport, Ky. for $10,000 to pro 
tect their mortgage on the show 
Donaldson made arrangements with 
Ballard to ship the property to the West 
Baden quarters for storage and sub 
sequent disposal and shortly thereafter 
all of the Gentry property with the ex 
ception of 4 stock cars owned by the 
Warren Tank Car Co. was shipped to 
West Baden where it was soon offered for 
sale. Most of it sold rapidly. Downie 
Bros., a motorized show, purchased con 
siderable property; Fred Buchanan, owner 
of Robbins Bros., got the Russia tableau 
wagon, while the Otis L. Smith Show: 
railroad carnival, got 12 draft horse 
elephants and some tableau wagons. 
Sam B. Dill, former John Robinson man- 
ager, got some wardrobe, ring stock, and 
other equipment for the new show he 
planned to frame. Donaldson donated 
the steam calliope to the Ford-Edison 
Museum in Dearborn, Mich. and by the 
early spring of 1930 most of the Gentry 
equipment was gone with the exception 
of some wagons. Donaldson ran an adver- 
tisement in the March 15, 1930 Billboard, 
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This sketch map depicts the West Baden 
quarters as can best be devised from 
photos and eyewitness accounts. It is not 
drawn to scale and possibly is not complete 
but is reasonably accurate as to location 
of the various buildings, pasture land 
and open field areas 


“For Sale, 18 baggage wagons.” 

In the meantime Sam B. Dill had ac 
quired use of the Gentry Bros. title, made 
an advertising tie-in with GMC for motor 
vehicles, and began to frame a large 
motorized circus to get out in 1930. Dill, 
who had always been on friendly terms 
with Ballard, secured use of the West 


Sketch map of the West Baden-French Lick 
area by noted circus fan and professional 
cartoonist, Karl K. Knecht, who depicts 
the are- as he remembers it from many 
visits he made in the period 1916-36 
Karl cautions the sketch is not drawn to 
scale but he pinpoints the general locale 
of the Ballard home, circus winterquarters, 
the major hotels, casinos, rail yards and 
other important landmarks in the area 
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Baden quarters to organize and ready his 
show for the road. During the winter of 
1929-30 there was considerable circus 
activity going on in the old quarters, the 
death and interment of one show and 
the rebirth of another. 

Dill’s Gentry Bros. Circus opened its 
initial season at West Baden in April 
1930 and sent the parade equipped with 
a number of uniquely designed tableau 
vehicles down the streets of West Baden- 
French Lick and the natives enjoyed for 
the last time the thrill of opening day. 
This was to be the last circus activity 
in West Baden as Dill sought quarters 
elsewhere following the season 

The decade of the 1920’s should not 
be left without mentioning the name of 
John Pluto, a resident of West Baden, 
and owner of the Pluto Bottling Plant 
which sold the spring’s mineral water 
all over the nation. Pluto also had circus 
aspirations and had a brief fling with a 
number of shows. He purchased the 15 
car Golden Bros. Circus in mid on 
1924 and operated it a few weeks before 
selling it to George W. Christy while the 
season was still on. Pluto later was a 
partner of Floyd and Howard King in 
the purchase of the 15 car Gentry- 
Patterson Circus in the fall of 1925 but 
sold out to the Kings during the winter 
before the show ever took to the road 
In 1926 he purchased a two car show 
from Elmer Jones bearing the Cole Bros. 
title but illness prevented him going out 


with it. The Kings in 1929 acquired the 


rather shaky the Cole 
title from Pluto. 

After Sam Dill’s Gentry show left West 
Baden in the spring of 1930 the West 
Baden quarters fell into disuse and in 
time lost all trace of their former circus 
heritage, however a number of the unsold 
Gentry railroad show wagons were said 
to have remained for a number of years 
The depression came on fast in 1930 and 
killed off any chance of sale for these 
remaining wagons. Later we will specu 
late on their final demise. 

The depression closed Ballard’s “Eight 
Wonders of the World”, the West Baden 
Springs Hotel, in 1932 and it remained 
shuttered for two years. In 1934 Ballard 
in an act of generosity seldomed equaled 
anywhere GAVE the entire building and 
grounds to the Society of Jesus (Jesuites) 
which was hailed throughout the land and 
caused Will Rogers to comment, “And he 
(Ballard) wasn’t even a Catholic” 

Ballard lived only two years after that. 
While in Hot Springs, Ark. he was shot to 
death in a hotel room by Silver Bob 
Alexander on Nov. 6, 1936. After shooting 
Ballard, Alexander turned the gun on 
himself. They were associated in the 
operation of the Palm Island Club in 
Miami and the shootings occurred follow- 
ing an argument over the club’s operation. 
The tragedy shocked the circus world. 
Thus in a short seven years after the sale 
of the American Circus Corporation to 
John Ringling all of the former principals 
would be gone. Mugivan died early in 


“rights” to 





1930 and Bowers in January 1936. John 
Ringling followed Ballard in death by 
only a few weeks 

Ballard’s body lay in state in the Atrium 
of his former great hotel and funeral ser 
vices were conducted by the Jesuites for 
their generous benefactor with entomb- 
ment in Ames Cemetery, two miles north 
of West Baden 


Charlie Ed Ballard recalled to the author 
a short time ago that his mother soon pro. 
ceeded to dispose of all of the Ballard 
holdings in the West Baden area and by 
late 1937 everything, all real estate and 
other properties including the old quarters 
site, had been sold 

In time the former West Baden Springs 
Hotel was sold by the Jesuites and in 1967 
became Northwood Institute. Although 
considerably remodled inside the great 
Atrium is still a part of it and those who 
visit it to this day still marvel as did it’s 
first viewers in 1903. The Ballard home 
is now the Beechwood Christian Church 
but retains it’s former outward appear- 
ance. All of the former quarters buildings 
are gone and much of the site is occupied 
by a modern shopping center. 


Regretably, West Baden’s circus heri 
tage has mainly vanished with time. Few 
are the natives who can even recall the 
days it ; the winter-quarters of one of 
America’s top circuses. Circus historians 
have long had a fascination for the West 


Baden area mainly because of mystery 
revolving around the fate of the wagons 
of the Gentry Bros. Circus which were 
shipped there in the fall of 1929. It is be 
lieved few, if any, of the 18 baggage 
wagons advertised for sale by Donaldson 
in the spring of 1930 were ever sold, at 
least not to other circuses or carnivals for 
show purposes. What finally happened to 
them? Photos printed here show a num 
ber of these wagons, including a couple 
of former Ringling Bros. parade wagons 
the Gentry show had, resting and rotting 
away in the West Baden “wagon grave 
yard”. Probably they were moved from 
the Ballard property after it was sold, if 
not before, but where? Were they 
burned? Dismantled? Or were some of 
them sold to farmers or others and con 

bly still be stored back in old barns 
or sheds in the area? About 20 years ago 
when the author made a nationwide sur 
vey of old circus wagons still in existance 
many rumors came in that there were 
still old wagons in the West Baden area 
but nothing definite could ever be learned 
and certainly no old wagons there ever 
turned up. However thru the years the 
rumors persist. In April 1972 Ed Hollis, 
who isa funeral director in nearby Salem, 
Indiana, had a funeral at Amer Chapel 
where Ed Ballard is buried and during the 
time he was there talked to an old timer 
and mentioned that he had been in the 
area several times searching for informa- 
tion about the former circus quarters. The 
old timer then told Ed that about three 
years ago (about 1969) he saw several old 


Photo No. 23 — Parade vehicles of Sam 
B. Dill's Gentry Bros. Circus, season of 
1930. Dill framed this show at the West 
Baden quarters winter of 1929-30 and the 
show opened its initial season there. The 
parade went down the main West Baden- 
French Lick highway giving the natives 
their last look at a show quartered in the 
area. Joe Bradbury Collection 


show wagons sitting on a hill side out in 
the country. Edis still trying to trace down 
this story and remarks that he has heard 
this wagon story so many times but has 
always run into a stone wall. While Hollis 

was in Orange County, Indiana (West 
Baden area) in July 1972 an antique dealer 
said that someone v in her place a week 
ago and wanted to sell a circus wagon that 
“went on a railroad car’. She does not 
know who he s or where he was from 
and has no detailed description of the 
wagon 


Don Smith over the years has made nu 
merous trips to the West Baden area 
attempting to get information about the 
old quarters and shows that wintered 
there but was never able to locate very 
much. Some years ago there was one 
building which supposedly had been part 
of the winter-quarters but this is now gone. 
Awhile back Don talked to an antique 
dealer in W Baden who told him that 
as a girl she had lived across the street 
from the loading runs and remembered 
watching the show load the trains and had 
also visited the quarters to the horses 
and animals. She said it was the Hagen 
beck-Wallace Circus she had seen loading 
out, however, she said the wagons and 
trains were all painted Yellow which 
would indicate it was the John Robinson 
Circus instead. The local newspaper pub: 
lisher told Don that the town had a civic 
festival in 1964 and had thought of a circus 
theme but that they were unable to dig up 
anything of value. The publisher who’s 
files unfortunately have not been micro 
filmed and are quite brittle says he has 
been thru them several times searching for 
circus items but never found anything 
other than just routine news such as “The 
circus train returned to West Baden today 
after a good (or bad) season and perform 
ers have scattered to their homes for the 
winter while wagons and trains are re 
paired at the quarters 


I am most appreciative to the help given 
by a number of people in preparation of 
this article. Especially would I like to 
thank Charles E. Ballard, Ed_ Hollis, 
Charles Bennett, Fred Pfening, Jr., Don 
Smith, Gordon Potter, and Karl K. Knecht 


Photo No. 24 — Cage and baggage trucks 
of Sam B, Dill's Gentry Bros. Circus, season 
of 1930. This show featured new GMC 
motors and custom built vehicles and was 
framed at the West Baden quarters. Joe 
Bradbury Collection 
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THE GIRAFFE IN 
THE AMERICAN CIRCUS 


Animals in the family Giraffidae 
have probably been used by man for 
exhibition purposes for more than 
two thousand years. However, after 
the fall of the Roman Empire and the 
onset of the Middle Ages, there oc- 
curred a period of several hundred 
years during which this animal 
disappeared from the history of 
western Europe. Then, after the 
first quarter of the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury the giraffe was introduced into 
the zoological collections of the west; 
and ten years later into the traveling 
menageries of the United States 

There are but two genera, Giraffa 
and Okapia, in this most interesting 
family of animals, and each contains 
but a single sp While the many 
races of Giraffa camelopardalis are 
native to most of Africa south of the 
Sahara, except for great rain-forest 
regions, the single race of okapia is 
found only in those same rain-forest 
areas from which the giraffe is ex 
cluded 

It seemed, at one time, 
new expedition to Africa returned 
with skins and skeletons of this ani 
mal which were identified as new 
species by the taxonomists, but in 
recent years various re-examina 
tions of the evidence have resulted in 
all being placed as separate races of 
the single species, G. cameloparda 
lis. Approximately eight races seem 
to be valid, with only four usually 
seen in zoological gardens and cir. 
cuses. Even these are difficult to 
distinguish due to interbreeding, but, 
in general, they can be assigned to 
the Nubian (northern), the reticulated, 
the Uganda or Baringo, and _ the 
Masai races. 

Aside from the 


that each 


attractive markings, 
the long, prehensile tongue, and the 
large soft eyes, the one _ physical 
feature which is most noteworthy is 
the height of these animals The 
most reliable evidence indicates that 
a male may achieve between fifteen 
to seventeen feet in height while the 
female may reach between thirteen 
to fourteen.? It should be stated that 
there is little valid evidence on this 
subject The same is true of the 
weight of these animals, although it 
been stated that an adult male 
may weight as much as two tons, 
while the female often weighs about 
three to four hundred pounds less 


has 
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structure of 
great weight 
limbs, a small 


The unusual physical 
this animal with its 
strung out on long 
body, and long neck, is marvelously 
fitted for its life in the acacia forest- 
grassland regions of Africa How- 
ever, it is almost a guarantee of a 


In 1864 Van Amburgh & Co., under the 
management of Hyatt Frost, claimed to have 
the only living giraffe. This herald is 
typical of the style used by circuses in the 
1860s. Pfening Collection 
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death warrant when a captured ani- 
mal is transported. John Clayton, 
who arrived in the United States with 
two giraffes from South Africa in 
1838, reported that he had originally 
captured eleven Seven died during 
the trip to Cape Town, and two died 
after reaching that port; one from an 
injury received during loading.* One 
of the two that reached this country 
fell and broke its neck the following 
year.© James A. Bailey lost a giraffe 
at sea when he took his show to Eng- 
land in 1887.6 Sturtevant has re- 
ported that the Forepaugh Show of 
1875 was to receive eight giraffes 
which, after landing in New York, 
were consigned to the Central Park 
Menagerie. Within weeks all of them 
died there.’ Forepaugh secured an- 
other animal; toured with it during 
the season, but lost it in October 
while still on tour. The deaths of 
other giraffes of the past century 
while touring with menageries has 
been recorded. This rather dismal 
picture has not improved a great deal 
in the Twentieth Century. 

The transportation of giraffes has 
continued to plague circuses during 
the past seventy years. Often this 
problem has been incident to loading 
and unloading, and the frequency of 
deaths on the lot while on tour may 
be related to this necessary feature 
of circus logistics. When the Chrys 
ler - Smithsonian Expidition re- 
turned to Boston in 1926 it had lost 
a giraffe and five zebras on the voy 
age; in 1925, E. S. Joseph lost a 
giraffe en route from Calcutta; and 
when Howard Bary sent four giraffes 
with the five so-called pygmy ele 
phants in 1936 the voyage almost 
turned into a disaster. Three of the 
four giraffes died on the trip as well 
as two of the elephants.° 

Despite loss during 
some notable  succ : 
During the 
Christopher 
deliveries which 
raffes and other African animals. In 
1926, Schulz successfully landed two 
male and two female giraffes.'° The 
following year, after a rough passage, 
with some losses, he brought three 
male giraffes and one female to this 
country The next year, he again 
landed giraffes, a rhino, and 
other The next large 


shipment, 
have been 
‘twenties and 
had se- 
included gi- 


late 
Schulz 


scored. 
‘thirties, 
veral 


five 
animals.'* 





shipment by this man arrived in 1934 
and included three giraffes. One of 
the largest shipments of African ani 
mals ever delivered in Boston was 
accomplished by Schulz and his son, 
Walter, in 19 Included in this 
aggregation were eight giraffes.'* 
Still another shipment arrived in 

1936 and it included seven giraffes 
Although it is not known how many 
animals were lost on these trips, it 
could be said that Christopher Schulz 
was a very successful importer. Un 
fortunately his methods of loading, 
crating, securing on the ship, feeding 
during the voyage, and other tech 
niques which contributed to the safe 
arrival of this large number of gi 
raffes are unknown. His base of ope 
ration for most of this period was 
Arusha, Tanzania, and it can be as 
sumed that his specimens were of the 
east African races of giraffe. 

The Nubian giraffe from the Sudan 
appeared in western Europe in 1826 
through the efforts of French scien 
tists collaborating with the Pasha of 
Egypt..° This source was _ closed 
near the end of the century by the re 
volt of the Mahdi, but by that time 
Carl Hagenbeck had established a 
game-catching station in Tanganyika 
from which he shipped _ giraffes 
This closure of the Sudan also re- 
sulted in the importation of the first 
giraffes from South Africa to Euro- 
pean zoos.'* With the exception of 
the two World Wars there has been 
little to interrupt the demand for 
African stock, although, since the 
giraffe can be successfully bred in 
captivity, there have been periods 
when the demand for wild specimens 
was limited 

As far as can be determined, the 
first birth of a giraffe in the United 
States occurred at the Cincinnati 
Zoological Garden on October 20, 
1889.'° This is not a zoological first 
since those giraffes brought to Lon- 
don in the early days of the Nine- 
teenth Century did produce calves.” 
The first birth of a giraffe on an 
American circus occured on January 
14, 1910.2! The place was Bridge 
port, Connecticut, and the parents 
were “Mary” and “Fritz” of the 
Barnum & Bailey Circus. A calf was 
born on this show in quarters on 
March 2, 1914, and another in Janu 
ary, 1916 

On the whole, the breeding of gi 
raffes in the large circuses and zoos 
of this country was a successful pro 
ject increasing in scope until mid 
century when the traveling menage 
ries was eliminated from the Great 
est Show On Earth. However, by that 
time this animal had been on display 
in American menageries for well 
over a century 

It all began as a result of an incred- 
ible journey to the vicinity of the 
Kalahari Desert by John Clayton, 











THE GIRAFFE. 


The fine specimen in my Animal Conservatory stands nine feet two inches 
high, and was captwred in the spring of 1871, in Central Southern Africa, and 
was with great dificulty brought to the coast for shipment. One of my agents 
writes: ‘After maneuvering for several months in the midst of some hostile 

tribes of natives, we succeeded in capturing 
a beautiful calf Giraffe. After arranging 
every thing for our homeward trip, we 
learned, with great dismay, that we were 
about surrounded, and that it would be im- 
possible to pass through the lines with our 
prize, and escape capture. On the evening 
of the third day, while we were preparing 
our suppers, the natives rushed in upon us 
in such numbers and force that we were com- 
pelled to quietly surrender. We were all 
made fast with thongs made from giraffe 
skins, and kept in this condition, without 
any thing to eat, for twenty-four hours. 
“<The natives commenced celebrating our 
capture by drinking nong-poo, a sweetish 
juice taken from the Palmyra palm, and al- 
lowed to ferment, and is intoxicating, like 

i our champagne. They gave us their Cap- 
dj i ¥ f, tive Dance first, followed by the Feast Dance, 

a) and more nong-poo, until the second night, 
ik, iy when I discovered that they were all beastly 
MN “4 €< drunk, and they reminded me of the ‘bad 

man with a bad eye.’ 

“About nine o'clock, I found that, by 
making a little effort, I could get my hands 
unfastened; and as the Chief and his inebri- 
ated braves and our watchers were fast falling 

: 4 asleep, I conceived the idea of making our 
escape. About midnight I arose carefully, and passed around to my companions, 
unloosed their fastenings, and, getting our ponies and Giraffe, started off 
quietly on our line of march. After getting about a‘mile from the scenes of 
revelry and debauchery; we started on a gallop, which we kept up-night and 
day for two hundred miles, only stopping to water, and to occasionally refresh 
ourselves, until we arrived at Bang-a-pora, a village of friendly natives and mis- 
sionaries, where we stopped for one week to rest. Our Giraffe stood the fatigue 
much better than our horses. At the end of the week we started for Cape 
Town, where we arrived without molestation in twenty-one days’ travel.’’ 

The expense of getting this‘valuable animal to the United States will be about 
$10,000 in gold, and I doubt if there will ever again be brought to this country 
so beautifully marked and strange a species of the antelope tribe. 
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This illustration appears on page eight reached the United States on June 7, 
of the 16 page John Robinson Advance 1838, with two of them and some 
Trumpeter, a courier booklet used during African antelope.** This event is 
the 1873 season. The description of the termed incredible by this author for 
capture is probably true. Pfening Col- at least four reasons: (1) the obvious 
lection supply for giraffes at this time was 

Cairo, Egypt; (2) only a few scattered 
working, it has been stated, for Rufus records indicated that there were 
Welch. The year was 18 the sea- giraffes in the vicinity of the Orange 
son of the first large shipment of River and one wonders if these re 
giraffes from the Sudan to England.** ports were available to Clayton; (3) 
The account of Clayton’s journey is apparently no giraffes were brought 
vividly described in a courier pub- from South Africa to Europe until 
lished in 1839 for Welch's giraffe many years later; (4) the months 
exhibition. In essence it reported spent by Clayton in South Africa oc- 
that during the years 1835-1836, curred during a period of great unrest 
Clayton collected eleven giraffes and tribes were resisting the British 
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Trek 


event 


Great 
It this 


Boer movements and the 
was about to commence 
occurred as described in the Rufus 
Welch courier in 1839, it surely must 
rank as one of the outstanding animal 
collecting expeditions of all time 
Who was John Clayton and how great 
contribution to the American 
menagerie? Undoubtedly the use of 
the giraffe in the United States as a 
menagerie exhibit dates from the ar 
rival of Clayton's giraffes This 
writer would suggest that either Clay 
ton or Welch could be responsible for 
the giraffe exhibits in Philadelphia 
(October 11-20) and Washington, D.C 
(November 5-6) that year of 1838 
It seems that Clayton might be the 
manager of the tour of the “Giraffe 
or Cameleopard” exhibit through 
many of the southern states that 
winter. The animal was in New Or 
leans by December 3, 1838, and left 
that city on the 12th of January, 1839, 
for Grand Gulf, Natchez, and Vicks: 
burg. It arrived in Natchez on 
January 18 and remained there until 
the 23rd One factor in tracing this 
exhibit was the continued presence of 
Mr. Nellis who appeared with it in a 
separate pavilion The giraffe and 
Mr. Nellis were at Louisville, Ken 
tucky, by April 26 and_ remained 
there until May 2.%° It is interesting 
to discover that apparently at the 
time this giraffe was enroute on the 
Mississippi River in January, a se 
cond giraffe was on exhibit in Savan 
nah, Georgia.2? Whether this could 
be the second of Clayton's giraffes 
making a tour of the coast before 
joining the Welch show in New Eng 
land or a taxidermist’s specimen on 
another outfit remains to be seen 
At the end of April 1839, the New 
York Circus and Arena Company ex 
hibited a giraffe in Baltimore, and on 
July 24 had the animal before the 
public of Huntington, Pennsylvania 
Clayton was the manager of this out 
fit when it exhibited a giraffe and Mr. 
Nellis in Louisville, Kentucky, Sep. 
tember 2-£ and elma, Alabama, 
November 28, 1840. This writer 
was unable to find a record associa 
ting Clayton with the New York Cir 
cus and Arena Company in 1839. How 
ever, his association with it in 1840 
would indicate a possible connection 
the previous year. One last giraffe 
exhibit by Mr. Clayton has been lo 
cated This occurred at Augusta, 
Georgia, at the end of March, 1840, 
before his association with the New 
York Circus and Arena Company 
At what point Rufus Welch became 
directly involved with the exhibition 
of a giraffe is not clear. However, it 
is certain that he had one of the ani 
mals on his show in Rhode Island in 
mid-May 1839 This animal died 
as a result of an accident near New 
ark, New Jersey, in November of that 
year.“* This may well have been the 


was his 
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This illustration appears in the P. T 
Barnum Advance Courier for the season 
of 1875, also claiming to exhibit the only 
living Giraffes. Pfening Collection 
only season that Welch had a giraffe 
with his show, although this great 
proprietor may have been involved 
with the outfits that Clayton managed 
during the latter’s brief career. 
The Zoological Institute, 
tions largest menagerie, also 
attempting to obtain giraffes at this 
same time Through the efforts of 
the American counsel at Cairo a 
giraffe was obtained by the New York 
outfit for exhibition in 1839 This 
probably was the giraffe exhibited at 
Peale’s Museum and_ Roche's in 
March and April that year.” On 
May 6-7 it was exhibited by June, 
Titus, Angevine & Co. at Newark, 
New Jersey; in late May at Spring 
field, Massachusetts; on June 10-11 
at Albany, New York; and on August 
28-29 at Rochester, New York 
The following year a_ single record 
e s for West Chester, Pennsyl 
vania on October 13, while 1841 is 
marked by exhibits of taxidermist’s 
specimen at Bridgeton in mid-May 
and Newark in early June That 
the Institute must have had another 
giraffe at this time is revealed by the 
fact that about the same date as the 
Newark exhibit there was also an 
exhibition by June, Titus, Angevine 


the na 
was 


& Co. at Portland, Maine.** The route 
book for the Western Division of this 
organization lists a _ giraffe keeper 
among its staff in 1842.‘° This outfit 
left Elizabethtown, Ohio, on April 21 
and apparently carried its giraffe for 
some distance along the route. How- 
ever, it should be noted, that when 
this show reached Rochester, New 
York, for three-day engagement at 
the end of September, the giraffe was 
no longer mentioned.‘ 

Confusing the record of giraffe ex 
hibitions by the Zoological Institute 
was the exhibition in many places of 
the preserved, or taxidermist’s 
specimen, of a giraffe. It was stated 
in the newspapers that “shortly after 
shipping it died, the proprietors sus- 
taining a loss of some $20,000 but 
the animal being so extremely fine 
and full grown, it was thought proper 
it should be preserved in the most 
natural and perfect way . 42 This 
collection of animals was stated to 
have belonged to the New York Zoo 
logical Institute. In 1839 this pre- 
served specimen was exhibited at 
Macon, Georgia, in January.’ It 
returned to that city at the end of that 
year and remained for a few days in 
January, 1840.44 On August 1 and 3, 
1840, it was on exhibit in Rochester, 
New York, and later that month in 
Coburg, Ontario.*® Near the end of 
October it was displayed in Wood 
stock, Vermont.** 

Nearly a decade passed before an- 
other such animal appeared in the 
United States. In 1850, G. C. Quick & 
Co., exhibiting in Rochester, New 
York, advertised a giraffe, while five 
years later a giraffe was on the combi 
nation circus and menagerie belong 
ing to Seth B. Howe and Myers and 
Madigan.‘ Advertisements in the 
author’s collection indicate that the 
circus of Myers and Madigan joined 
with the S. B. Menagerie in 1855 and 
included in this aggregation of wild 
beasts were a giraffe and a_ rhino 
ceros. This combined outfit appeared 
at Towanda on May 21 and Harrisburg 
on October 12, both Pennsylvania.‘* 
The dates indicate that the giraffe 
remained on the show for the entire 
season but no record has been found 
for ensuing years unless this was the 
animal advertised by Driesback & Co 


Strangly enough, two circuses im 
ported giraffes during the Civil War 
years. Van Amburgh & Co.’s Mena- 
gerie added plus several other 
foreign species, on September 10, 
1863. The news account reported 
this as the “fourth one ever im 
ported.” Thus, within — twenty-five 

the record had become con- 
This animal apparently con- 
tinued with the Van Amburgh Mena 
gerie through 1867 and may have been 
replaced by another delivered in 
1868.°' However, advertising during 


one, 





that year did state that this beast had 
survived the fire at Barnum’s Mu- 
seum on March 3, 1868. Hyatt Frost 
may have lost his giraffe and replaced 
it with the Barnum animal, or the 
statement may be pure fiction At 
any event, that was the last year for 
his giraffe for a description of the 
animal in the Van Amburgh Menage- 
rie at Rochester, New York, in July, 
1869, does not mention a_ giraffe 
The second giraffe of the Civil War 
period may have been on the Thayer 
& Noyes show in 1864. The author’s 
collection includes advertising for 
this circus and menagerie for the 
year 1863 and no giraffe was present. 
It does not include any material for 
this outfit for 1864, but Colonel 
Sturtevant has reported that a giraffe 
died on this show in that year. 
Sturtevant also recorded a_ giraffe 
on the 1867 Forepaugh Menagerie & 
Circus and another delivered to the 
same concern on March 1, 1875.%* 
Advertising in July, 1867, does not 
mention a giraffe and the delivery of 
the eight animals in 1875 to the 
Central Park Menagerie has already 
been described No source has been 
located for the single specimen that 
replaced the eight. 

That same season, 1875, a giraffe 
appeared for the first time on the 
Pacific Coast. It arrived at Hayward, 
California, the wintering spot for 
Montgomery Queen’s gigantic circus 


and menagerie and was noted there by 


a reporter from a San_ Francisco 
season 
mentioned in 


1875 and 


This giraffe was the 
during the sez s of 
from points along the Cali 

fornia coast and interior valleys.*' 

It apparently was with the Queen out 

fit for only those two seasons. 

Bailey & Co 

or giraffes, in 
from the east to 

An _ advertisement 

indicates there may have 

than one animal, but the 
statements from various California 
papers stresses only the height of one 
animal and does not mention addition 

The — report that 

Co. lost their gi 

raffe during the Australian tour late 

that year would indicate that only one 
animal was taken on that sea voyage, 
and certainly, upon their return the 
next season, no giraffe adver 
tised 

P.T. Barnum’s 

occurred in 1835. 

torian of New York 
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and later became a 
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O'Dell, 
City 
two enormous 
display in the 
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specimens 1s not 
Barnum’s_ Greatest 


Show On Earth advertised “the only 
living giraffe in America.’® It 
should be noted that this was a very 
familiar statement accompanying a 
giraffe exhibit in the Nineteenth 
Century. The Barnum & London show 
of 1882, according to Sturtevant, 
attempted to carry fourteen giraffe 
as lead stock instead of using special 
cages. He states that “nearly all” 
of them were lost during that on. 6 
There is a note that James A. Bailey 
obtained a giraffe from the Cincinnati 
Zoo in order to have such a display 
during his 1897 trip to England.*! 
This animal, however, died on the 
voyage across the Atlantic. By 1895 
the Barnum & Bailey Circus we 
regularly displaying a giraffe in its 


The Great European Zoological Associ- 
ation of 1877 was owned by the Sells Bros 
This newspaper ad shows a giraffe, but 
no mention of one is made in the reading 
matter. Pfening Collection 
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agerie and after 1904 
males and one female 
tour. Two giraffes had 
ceived from the Transvaal, 
Africa, in late March, 1904.°% This 
was a most fortunate import because 
these two animals undoubtedly 
came the parents of several young 
giraf featured on the Greatest 
Show on Earth during the second dec- 
ade of the Twentieth Century 
This great event, the first on an 
American circus, was celebrated at 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, on 
14, 1910.° The parents were 
“Mary,” age seven, and “Fritz,” 
age five. The Cincinnati Zoo had 
recorded two births at an_ earlier 
date and a third calf was delivered at 
that location on August 31, 1910, but 
the adult giraffes of the Greatest 
Show On Earth produced calves’ in 
1914 and 1916.%* This series of 
events enabled the Barnum & Bailey 
Circus to display four giraffes in its 
menageries during 1916-1918 
The Sells Bros. Circus 
a giraffe in 1881, 1884, 
Their relative, S. H 
circus was on the 
1885 reported a 
captured during the 
mimosa forest of Senegambia 
1s an interesting comment 
far as the “drove of giraffes” is 
concerned - but in that it could 
to the West African race. It 
reported by the Barrett promotion 
that one of these animals was 
“to draw a Roman chariot.” If 
did happen, it must have the 
first time that a giraffe did anything 
but stand in display in the menagerie. 
It should be mentioned, also, that the 
Sells Bros. Circu rade in 1884 
included a_ giré cage which 
allowed the animal's head and neck to 
be exposed to full view."? On only a 
few other occasions in the early part 
of the century was it recorded that 
the animal paraded 
As would be expected, the Ringling 
brothers added a_ giraffe to their 
menagerie when the show was devel 
oping to a quality equal to the other 
big outfits of the day. “Mamie,” the 
first Ringling giraffe, appeared in 
the menagerie in 1893; was 
tised as “the last giraffe” in 
died en route to Spencer, 
July 2, 1896. The 
pared for shipment to 
seum, Chicago, on 
City.** Apparently this circus did 
not exhibit a giraffe until 1901 when 
it obtained one individual at Washing 
ton, D.C., on May 6." By 1903. the 
World's Greatest Show was exhibiting 
two of these animals and in 1906 ad 
vertised ‘a family of full-grown 
giraffe These probably im 
ported since there is no record of 
birth on this show at this time 
Disaster struck the herd and in mid 
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cals f ver seen ln the Talted States, 


HE GIANT RHINOCEROS. 


THE GIANT OSTRICH, 


Gen, Tom Thumb & Wife, = 
soem) 


2 GIANT BLACK and 

2 SNOW-WHITE SACRED CAMELS 
1906 the Milwaukee 
received two female 
mens from Baraboo. The 
year, at the Chicago opening of 
circus, the menagerie contained 
giraffes and this duo were with the 
show in 1908. In early March, 1910, 
additional giraffes were received, 
but one of these died in January 
and the skin and skeleton wer 
to the Milwaukee Public Museum.”*! 

At one period during World War I 
as many as three of these animals 
were on display in the Ringling mena- 
gerie. During the early years of the 
1920’s three giraffes were carried 
on tour.”2 On July 20, 1924, “Mary,” 
one of the giraffes, died on the lot at 
Aurora, Illinois.“ It was about this 
time that advertising described 
“Annie,” the tallest specimen in the 
Ringling-Barnum herd. In late De- 
cember, 1926, Louis Ruhe imported 
five giraffes of which four went to 
Sells-Floto and one, a male, was 
shipped to the Ringling-Barnum 
quarters.* As the third decade of 
the century approached, this big 
organization had at least six giraffes; 
four carried on tour and two on loan 
to the New York Zoological Park.’ 

The Ringling-Barnum show main- 
tained the four giraffes on display 
throughout 1933. However, there 
were some changes in the make-up of 
the group. A calf, named “Andre” 
after the giraffe attendant Andrew 
Zingraben, was born on tour in the 
summer of 1932.7° However, one 
animal died during the 1934 tour and 
this brought the total on display to 
three. In 1936, when the so-called 
pygmy elephants arrived, one giraffe 
out of four survived the voyage. This 
was the famous “Edith,” or to use 
another name_ she _ often bore, 
“Soudana.” This female was trained 
by Woska in the spring of 1937 to be 
led by her halter.” Many will re 
member her performance at the end 
of the “spec” during those years. 
It was unique enough to ensure her 
transfer to the Al G. Barnes - Sells 
Floto outfit with the other Ringling- 
Barnum features in 1938. 

In 1940, “Andre” 


Public 
speci- 
next 
the 


two 


February 
Museum 
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By 1881 the Barnum & London Circus 
told of 22 ft. high giraffes, trained to pull 
a chariot, in their herald. The illustration 
in the center of the herald shows a giraffe 
in harness. Pfening Collection 


became the parents of a calf which at 
first was named “Hank” but later 
the youngster’s name was changed to 
“Henrietta” which w: more in 
keeping with her sex. This calf was 
born at Madison Square rden on 
April 7 During these years since 
1936 the Ringling-Barnum show w: 

placing only three giraffes on dis- 
play in the menagerie It will be 
remembered that in 1941 these ani- 
mals were exhibited on a_ platform 
which gave the observer a_ rather 
strange perspective. 

The three animals on tour in the 

early war years were “Henrietta 

“Andy,” (Andre), and “Edith” (Sou- 
dana). However, disaster struck at 
Cleveland, Ohio, in 1942 when fire 
consumed the menagerie. The holo- 
cost destroyed many animals _inclu- 
ding “Henrietta” and “Andy.” A 
replacement was found in _ near 

Toledo, and this male, “Shorty 

finished the season with “Edith” 
as the giraffe display.” He not only 
carried on as a member of the group 
on tour, but also sired a calf which 
was born in the Boston Garden on 
May 20, 1946. The female parent 
was “Edith” while the youngster 
was named “Boston.”*° 

During the years at 
there were several 
members of the  Ringling-Barnum 
giraffe herd. The show began to 
transport three giraffes again in 
1948 and there were a few calves 
born and some animals lost. Two 
reticulated giraffes were purchased 
by the show in 1950 and in 1951 a 
female calf, “Gloria,” was born in 
Boston, Massachusetts.*! Another 

calf, “Michilene,” born in 1954, died 
the next spring while being trained to 
enter a special den for transporta- 
tion. A male calf “Robert,” born as 
the show was ready to leave Sarasota 
in the spring of 1956, was sent to a 
wild animal ranch in Florida in 


mid-century, 
changes in the 


October, 1958.8* The  Ringling- 
Barnum show continued to display 
giraffes in its menagerie at Madison 
Square Garden as late as 1964 but no 
menagerie was taken on the road 
after its final, aborted tenting season. 
Seve other circuses have  dis- 
played giraffes on occasion. As men- 
tioned above, the American Circus 
Corporation received four of these 
animals in January, 1927. Research 
indicates that the Sells-Floto and 
John Robinson Circus each  car- 
ried two during that season. Col. 
Sturtevant has written that there 
were six imported, two for each of 
the Corporation shows - the other two 
going to Hagenbeck-Wallace The 
two animals on the Sells-Floto Cir- 
cus did not survive very long and 
both of the John Robinson giraffes 
died on tour in 1928 

This author's research does not 
indicate a giraffe on the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace Circus between 1907 and 
1933 Apparently two specimens 
were in that menagerie during the 
earlier year and in 1933 the show 
added a pregnant female while ex- 
hibiting in New York City in June.** 


The Great Forepaugh Show advertised 
their “performing” giraffes on this color 
picture card used in 1879. The card is 
3” x 5” and is printed in full color. A 
description of their performance is printed 
on the back. Pfening Collection 
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The 1882 herald of the Barnum & London 

show advertised 10 living giraffes. They 


are shown on the front side of the herald 
Pfening Collection 
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The calf was expected in January, 
1934. This female may well have 
been one of the Ringling-Barnum ani- 
mals on loan to the New York Zoo- 
logical Park. According to one 
rather amazing report this animal, 
“Jenny,” had been with Ringling- 
Barnum for thirteen years and at the 
zoo for eleven  years.® “Jenny” 
was exhibited on the MHagenbeck- 
Wallace Circus for the rest of the 
1933 season and on January 17, in the 
seal barn at Peru quarters, gave 
birth to a female calf which was 
named, “Helen.” In the spring of 
1934, while loading for the Chicago 


date, “Jenny” was 
ely that she died. The calf we 
on tour instead. In early 19 
youngster developed a bad knee and 
she and her keeper were left at the 
Highland Park Zoo, Pittsburgh, when 
Hagenbeck-Wallace arrived in that 
city.*® She died at the zoo on May 19 
However, she had been replaced by a 
young male named “Jimmy” who 
finished the season In February, 
1936, this animal was shipped from 
Peru to the Ringling-Barnum quar- 
ters.°” 

The John Robinson Circus, in 
of its lack of success with the two 
giraffes in 1927, had carried this 
species on tours to the west coast in 
the previous century 2, 1887, 
and 1890 this circus tised a 
giraffe in it menagerie and in 1888 a 
giraffe survived the wreck of the 
show train in Ohio.** In the early 
spring of 1904, the Robinson Show 
received a young giraffe from the 
Hagenbeck Wild Animal Company 
in Germany.*® 
Still another circus, 
Sells, on tour in 1906, 
giraffe in its menagerie while the 
Bostock Animal Show at the Pan 
American Exposition, Buffalo, New 
York, contained two giraffes in 
1901.%° 

In recent years circuses 
have carried a giraffe either as a pit 
show or in the menagerie. Among 
those that come to mind are Tony 
Diano’s giraffe which was exhibited 
on several shows; a_ reticulated gi 
raffe on the Cristiani Circus; Al G. 
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This interesting illustration is from the 
1885 courier published by the Van 
Amburgh-Charles Reiche show Hyatt 
Frost manager. Pfening Collection 


Kelly and Miller Bros. Circus which 
exhibited a giraffe for over a decade; 
and the Beatty-Cole Bros. Circus. 

In conclusion, a few generaliza 
tions may be drawn from the re 
search that has been the background 
for this paper. Most articles about 
giraffes in the United States have 
been based on the records of zoo- 
logical parks which first displayed 
this animal in 1874. It is a fact that 
the early menageries brought this 
interesting species to the American 
public over three decades before 
zoos ever displayed a giraffe. These 
menagerie proprietors not only had 
giraffes on exhibit but transported 
them widely throughout the known 
area of the United States from 
Maine to Georgia; from the Atlantic to 
the Mississippi Basin 

There is no doubt that a large num 
ber of giraffes has left Africa in 
tended for menageries and zoos in 
the Western Hemisphere and _ that 
many have perished during the voy 
age. In addition, it can be stated that 
the length of life of a giraffe on an 
American circus, with the exception 
of a very few individuals, has been 
extremely short compared to that of 
zoo animals. 

While the birth of a 
zoological park is not an uncommon 
event, it is remarkable that the Bar 
num & Bailey Circus and the Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Combined 
Shows were so successful in breeding 
giraffes. With the constant loading 
and unloading, the erratic move 
ments of the circus train, and vari 
able weather conditions, it is an 
amazing fact that these giraffe moth 
ers were able to carry the calf during 
the entire pregnancy. 

In conclusion, as is usual with cir 
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The Ringling Bros. first advertised their 
giraffe around 1893, this 1895 herald shows 
the animal in its open top cage. Pfening 
Collection 


much more work should 
be accomplished with this topic in 
order to complete the sto’ The 
activities of John Clayton need to be 
completely researched and evalu 
ated; the details of the Van Amburgh 
giraffe, or giraffes, need further 
exploration; the source of Dries- 
bach’s specimen needs to be located; 
and the Barnum & London experiment 
with giraffes as lead stock should be 
substantiated. These are a few of the 
items that would help to complete the 
story of the giraffe with the circus 
menagerie. 
The writer 


cus history, 


wishes to acknowledge 

By 1902 the Ringlings were advertising 
“the one and only giraffe known to exist 
in the entire world.” This was a rather 
wild statement. Pfening Collection 
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the invaluable 
Richard Conover, 


assistance given by 
Richard Reynolds, 
and Betty King (Librarian at the 
Hertzberg Collection) since this pro- 
ject was first started nearly five 
years ago. It should also be men- 
tioned that an excellent statement 
concerning the yton-Welch and 
the Zoological giraffe-col- 
lecting expeditions to Africa has 
been written by Richard W. Flint and 
was published in Bandwagon, Sept.- 
Oct. 1970. While this account is part 
of a larger article dealing with the 
early activities of Rufus Welch, it 
remains the best material that has 
been published on these giraffes 
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ROSTER MAILED 


The 1972 CHS members roster was 
mailed early in October, going to all mem- 
as of that date 

If you have not received your copy by 
now, please write the CHS secretary Julian 
Jimenez 

The roster has been in preparation since 
April, and the members listed are as of that 
date. Those becoming members since that 
date are not listed However address 
changes were made as late as July of this 
year 


| am restoring an old Ticket Wagon, and am looking 
for photos of Ticket Wagons which were on the 


following circuses: 


Fred Buchanan's Yankee Robinson Circus (circa 


1920) (Not the bird cage wagon) 
Palmer Bros. 1921 

Howes Great London 1922 

Lee Bros. 1925-26 


Please write or call: 


SOUDANA, the Ringling Barnum giraffe 
is shown in the backyard following the 
spec in 1938. This is the only modern 
day giraffe to be halter broken Burt 
Wilson Photo 


MODEL BUILDERS 
& HISTORIANS 


ATTENTION 


If you are interested in carnival trains, wagons, 
model building, join the newest society dedicated 
to preserving and building the American Carnival. 


Dues are $5 per year 


and include special 


membership card, 6 issues of our illustrated maga- 
zine “CAROUSEL” and more. 
We already have over 250 members in the U.S. 


and Canada. 
order to: 


Harold G. Davidson 

4573 Nueces Drive 

Santa Barbara, Calif. 93110 
Phone (805) 967-7231 


Please send your check or money 


ART SPELTZ 
1315 Lincoln Ave 
Detroit Lakes, Minn. 56501 





Trouping THE CANEBRAKES of Lousiana in the Wintertime 


Some of the grandest and greatest also 
happiest trouping I did was Down Yonder 
in the Cajun country of Louisiana in the 
winter of 1925-26. 

Of course at that time I very 
young gensel and when a fella is young 
everything looks great to him 

I was on the ruff hustle this 
writing sheet and we were playing the 
smack to one and all, while we were play 
ing at a very lary celebration celebration 
in Jena Louisiana, which wasa real blank, 
I ran into an old time Circus Lucky Boy 
by the name of Harry Burk, who had made 
a lotof money running gambling houses in 
Eldorado and Smackover, Ark 
during the oil boom there, and Harr 
that he would like to get back in the circus 
biz as he was getting bored doing nothing 

In Jena we met a Carnie who had a corn 
game or as it is now called Bingo and he 
was empty as a Hoot Ow! after partaking 
of a coupla Feenamints, so we proposi 
tioned him about buying his BINGO top 
As this fella was from Chicago and being 
empty he was ready to listen, so we bought 
it at a bargain. No doubt this carnie 
thought about those chilly winds blowing 
off of Lake Michigan at the coming winter. 

We also bought all of the aluminum 
ware that he had used as prizes more on 
this later 

The Bingo top was to become the BIG 
TOP of THE STAR GREEN AMUSE 
MENT COMPANY & CIRCUS 

Next we ran an ad in THE BILLBOARD 
for a Punch worker who did magic also, a 
one man band - a man and wife team that 
worked on the ground and any other use. 
ful people who could work on the ground 
I had met a very nice looking young gal 
who wasslinging hash in a Jena cafe, who 
I joined her out to work the cooch and 
what a gal she turned out to be and she 
sure learned quick for a Ist of May gal 
Her name was Lilli which was perfect for 
the HOOTCHIE KOOTCHIE dep’t 

A fella and his wife who had been with 
Elmer Jones 3 car Turkey joined out, he 
did contortion, barrel spining and his wife 
did juggling, we also doubled 'em as 
talking clowns, we called him “Hoppie 
The Frog Boy” (how many Hoppies 
there have been) As this fella was a pretty 
fair spieler we had him do the candy pitch 
with Mother Murrays Famous Confection 
Old Dick Weston who had been with 
Arthur Hoffman on the Hagenbeck Show 
joined out doing Punch & Judy and he also 
did magic 

A fella from Chicago a former prize 
fighter named Danny Kilian but now a 
circus Lucky Boy and myself played a joint 

1 also ran the Cooch blow-off-did what 
fixing there was to do and also helped 


was a 


winter, 
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By C.A. “RED” Sonnenberg 


with the candy pitch and made myself 
generally useful 

We charged a half a clatter a rattle 
admission and got the same for the cooch 
blow-off. 

We opened in a wagon rut in the road, 
called Mississippi Plantation, Wildsville, 
Louisiana, which only had a Company 
store, a sawmill and the Plantation. 

We played mostly plantations and saw 
mill towns or I should really say villages 
We had no agent and put up no paper, 
when we got to a spot, we just squatted 
at places like Wisner, Gilbert, Newellton, 
Waterproof (this is the village where 
General Chenault of the FLYING TIGER 
fame of World War II came from) Jena, 
Morganza, Ferriday Clayton Junction, St 
Joseph, Jonesville, Manifest, Sicily Island 
(at Sicily Island, Zack Miller of the 101 
Ranch show had a ranch where he raised 
cattle) Vidalia, Olla, Opelousas, Lecomte 
at Jonesville a coupla years later we came 
back here and played *NUTS and Broads 
(*Shell game and Three Card Monte) with 
the head bootlegger of Concordia Parish 
doing the fixing 

In Sicily Island we joined a fella from 
Zack Millers ranch who had a trained pig, 
I told Harry if things got tuff we could eat 
the pig. 

Most of the sawmills and plantations 
paid off their hands in Brozine (company 


The author C. A. “RED” Sonnenberg is 
pictured with his good friend David 
“Deacon” _Blanchfield in Baraboo, 
Wisconsin, in 1968 


money) I wonder how many troupers know 
or remember about this. We would take 
the Brozine to the Company office and 
they would give us dollar for dollar for it, 
but if the hands wanted to get some good 
old USA money the Company discounted 
it. We usually played a town for a coupla 
days but in Ferriday we played for two 
weeks as the pickins was very good there 

When we played places like Rayvile, 
Tallulah, Winsboro etc; we were really 
playing the metropolitan cities, which had 
a population of several thousand - most of 
the places we played would only have a 
few hundred. We had no seats nor did we 
need any. 

Later in the winter we ran into a colored 
minstral show, that was stranded and outa 
stuff, in other words it was completely 
tapioca, it was run by a fella named Col 
Bill Coley, it featured a colored gentleman 
named “SWEET PAPA SNOWBALL” he 
called it THE DIXIE COLORED MINS. 
TRALS. The colonel played the part of 
the old time showman to the hilt, he wore 
a big skimmer, a red vest with a big block 
and chain with a big billican lions claw on 
the chain, he s wearing a full box cut 
fiddle and flute, in other words the Colonel 
had just about everything but money 

So we joined out his troupe, he had an 
old clunker of a truck that he used to 
carry the top and also the performers, it 
was quite a sight to see it arrive in town, 
oh yes before I forget the Colonel had a 
clubfoot 

Before playing Ferriday, which was a 
real wild and wooly wide open town where 
everything went, a coupla days before I 
went there to look the situation over and 
stayed at the only hotel in town and just 
after checking out it caught fire and 
burned to the ground with 8 people getting 
burned to death. 

So we brought our aggragation in and 
played where the hotel had been and 
stayed for two weeks, we also joined out 
another broken down showman who had a 
Ferris Wheel or a SIMP HOISTER with 
OLLIE POLK and his wife Bessie joining 
out, Ollie working a DROP CASE and 
Bessie with her gaffed SET JOINT (both 
gambling devices) both of ’em being old 
time circus folds, Bessie broke in the circus 
biz a long time ago as a Cooch dancer 
with the HOWES GREAT LONDON 
CIRCUS now with a few miles on her so 
running a joing, as she could no longer 
shake it up for the boys. Ollie came from a 
small village in Mis: ppi called SOSO. 
I never spread to the town clown (The 
Town Marshall) about the joints if I did I 
only said that we had a few games where 
the folks could win a coupla seegars. 

Ollie being a Mississippi cat himself if 





any one got outa line, he could always 
handle the situation himself, many a time 
some Lob would pull a roscoe on him 
(pistol) and Ollie would wind up beating 
the Lob for it fair and square, for awhile 
we had so many roscoes that we looked 
like an armed camp. 

When the Outside Man would lug some 
Lob to the lot, Ollie would be waiting be 
hind his trap and greet ’em with “Come on 
in fellas and win a couple seegars”’ it was 
something like the spider saying Good 
Morning to Mister Fly. 

So we were getting to be quite an aggre 
gation, at our Sat. night towns they would 
be 5 or 6 sheetwriters and two or three 
Jam Pitchmen working, so things would 
be really jumping in those small villages 
that winter in Louisiana. Lilli our Cooch 
dancer was one of the best troupers that 
I ever met as she never beefed about a 
thing, when I would start to make the 
blow-off pitch - I would say all the men 
over this way while the ladies and children 
are being entertained by THE OLD TIME 
LONDON PUNCH & JUDY 

I would drape Lilli in a big white sheet 
and then ask her what she was gonna do 
with the sheet when she got inside and she 
would I am gonna take it all off - of course 
when she got rid of the sheet she would 
have more clothes underneath that it 
would taken an upholsterer to undress her. 
But she sure could do the HOOTCHIE 
KOOTCHIE, THE GIDDY GLIDE an 
THE ROOTIE TOOTIE and shake her 

like a bowl of jelly on a cold and 
morn. 


This aluminum ware that we bought 
when we bought the Bingo top we used as 


prizes on COUNTRY STORE night, in 
Ferriday we called it an OLD TIMER OIL 
WORKERS REUNION and HOLIDAY 
FUN FESTIVAL as it was during the holi 
days, they had a coupla wild cat wells 
being drilled in order to sell stock to the 
Lobs who would listen to their pitch 

It didn’t take much to fix in those days, 
in January we ran into a coupla weeks of 
rain, by now a grease joint had joined out 
and again the colored minstral show 
performers were on reduced rations, pan 
cakes three times a day with some sow 
belly for toppings - and all of the pecans 
that they could pick, as the surrounding 
woods were full of pecan trees. But then 
the sun started to shine on both sides a 
the fence again as it always does, so ¢ 


we looked like THE COMING BARNUMS. 


Then towards spring with the birdies 
chirping, first our minstral show left to 
join a Carnie, then our beloved cooch 
dancer Lilli fell in love with some gunsel 
from Villa Platte, LILLI was one of the 
nicest persons that I have ever met, never 
beefing about a thing, so we gave her a 
big send off to get married, I never saw 
her again, but for over 25 years at Christ- 
mas I would get a card from her care The 
Billboard, Cincinnati, Ohio, saying that 
all was lovely with her. 

Danny Kilian left to join the Christy 
Bros. Circus in Beaumont Texas, Ollie and 
Bessie Polk left to join the Gentry Bros. 


Circus and my partner Harry Burk went 
to N’leans 

We sold our big top the late BINGO 
TOP toa fella with the Miller Bros. Carnie 
and thus ended the saga of THE STAR 
GREEN AMUSEMENT COMPANY & 
CIRCUS. 

We made some money and had many a 
laff (which counted more than money 
when a fella is young) so far as I was con 
cerned it was one of the nicest trouping 
that I have ever did. 

In those days in the Canebrake country 
of Louisinan in the wintertime, just about 
every town that we made, no matter how 
small, with THE STAR GREEN AMUSE 
MENT COMPANY & CIRCUS, you would 
find fe! s LAYING THE NOTE, PLAY 
ING THE SMACK, WORKING TH 
SHIVE and not to forget while riding the 
trains, “What is that over there partner? 
A white buffalo,” and also on the trains 
the NEWS BUTCHER who know the 
score, would cut up a little cake and I 
don;t mean the ANGEL FOOD kind, he al- 
so would drop many a package on the un 
suspectin Lobs that would be riding that 
day. (*All short con games) There would 
be plenty of sheet-writers working *glims 
and maps. (*Eye Gle ) all they were 
reading gla , but you could not do it 
now. Not many troupers now adays know 
anything about all of this, not many. 

One thing about THE STAR GREEN 


AMUSEMENT COMPANY & CIRCUS we 


didn’t have to brag about protecting 
our paper, as we didn’t have any paper in 
advance. Another worry we eliminated 
by not having any billing, it didn’t give 
the natives a chance to see and check 
whether we had everything that we adver- 
tised. 

Several years after our Tour D’Force 
with THE STAR GREEN Amusement 
Company & Circus, an interesting side- 
light happened, while I was working in 
THE MENS STORE of Carson-Pirie and 
Scott one of the better men’s store in 
Chicago. One day around the holidays, 
I had a leady customer who purchased 
quite a lot of haberdasnery, who said 
that she wanted it sent to a plantation in 
Louisiana, who I had no doubt never heard 
of, I said “Madam! I have been around 
quite a bit, what is the name of this 
in Louisiane and she i 
Plantation Wildville Lou 


where we opened with The Star Green 


Amusement Company & Circus when I 
mentioned that, she said that she re 
membered that very well and then said 
“they will never believe this when I tell 
them back home”, it is a very small 
world after all” 

A few years later we came back to 
Wildsville, as there was a ferry landing 

we *Tossed Broads and played 
NUTS (*Three Card Monte and the 
Shell game) while the passengers were 
waiting for the ferry 

The head bootlegger of Concordia 
Parish where the ferry landing was did the 
fixing for us, which wasn’t much, as he 
enjoyed watching us work. While we 
worked the ferry landing, we lived in the 
bootleggers home, which we called THE 
HOUSE OF DOORS as it had nothing but 
doors 3 or 4 in a room, what for I never 
did learn 

Every night as we sat around the fire 
place, he would play the victrola, but he 
only played one record over and over, 
which was THE PRISONERS SONG, 
he played it so damn much that we almost 
got stir crazy. 

But when he got into a ruckus with the 
town marshall in Jonesvile which was 
across the river from our spot, he shot 
the marshall right between the eyes (he 
was later acquitted on the grounds of self 
defense) but things for awhile were pretty 
warm, so we took it ON THE ARTHUR 
DUFFY, I joining the Walter L. Main 
Circus and my partner Harry Burk retiring 
on his laurels in N’Leans. 


NOW READY 
1972 Circus Kirk 


Route Book 
Including day-to-day diary, 
personnel roster, complete 
statistics, many pictures. 
History of the 
5th Annual Tour 
$2.00 postpaid 
$2.50 for route book and 

1972 program 
Send check or money order to 
Jim Kieffer 
1927 Queenswood Drive 
Apt. B-203 
York, PA 17403 


FREE COPY ! 
Rare old circus handbill facsimile will be sent free 
along with the newest and finest catalog of books, 
records and collectables on Circus and Allied 


Performing Arts. 


Request your copy today of 


this exciting 32 page, beautifully designed catalog, 
itself destined to become a collectors’ piece. Send 


$1.00 now, deductible from your first order. 


Write 


for your free circus flyer and catalog today! 


Address: 


SHOWBIZ BOOKS 


2064 Yorkshire Road 
Birmingham MI 48008 





CIRCUS MUSIC 


Under the Direction of 


MERLE EVANS 


The music in Windjammers Holiday is traditional circus. } 


Each of the 20 numbers has been played under the circus 
big top for many seasons. These pieces were especially 
selected by Mr. Evans so as to include a majority of old 
time circus tunes which have never been previously recorded 
The few which have appeared on wax before have long been 
out of print and are collectors items today. Numbers such 
as “Crescent City March", “Whoop-Dee-Doo”, “Hagenbeck- 
Wallace Grand Entry", “Persian Moonlight", “Symphonia”, 
“C.V.A. March”, “Burma Patrol”, “Pan American”, “Excelsior” 
and “Greatest Show on Earth 


This two volume album is available on a first come basis at 
$10.00 eaoh by writing to 

Secretary, Duggan Bros. Tent #116 

Circus Fans of America 

P. O. Box 63, Jonesboro, Ga., 30236 


IT’S HERE 


The OLD MILWAUKEE DAYS 
CIRCUS WORLD MUSEUM 
1973 CIRCUS PARADE 


CALENDAR 


. 


Six new full color pictures ready for framing, including two 
vertical pictures of the 40-Horse Hitch 


only $1.75 postpaid 


Circus World Museum 
426 Water Street 
Baraboo, Wisconsin 53913 


Order from 


THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT 
CIRCUS BOOKS AND RECORDS from FREDDIE DAW 


“GARGANTUA, THE CIRCUS STAR OF THE CENTURY” by Gene Plowden 


49 rare photographs - full-color posters with index. 
Request autograph by Gene Plowden. $7.95 


MERLE EVANS: “MAESTRO OF THE CIRCUS” by Gene Plowden - 30 illus. 
request autograph by both Evans and Plowden. 
“A HISTORY OF THE CIRCUS IN AMERICA” by the late George Chindahl. 
with over 1000 circuses listed. Book now out of print. 


“MY FATHER OWNED A CIRCUS” by Robert H. Gollmar. 


May 
Price $7.95 


Illus. 
$6.50 


Complete souvenir. 


Route included of Season 1911. This book now out of print. $6.50 


“THOSE AMAZING RINGLINGS AND THEIR CIRCUS” by Gene Plowden. 


Illus. 


including Family Tree by Charles Joseph Ringling. Request autograph by Gene 


Plowden. Price: $6.50 


CIRCUS RECORDS 


SOUNDS OF THE CIRCUS. South Shore Concert Band Recording. 
Richard Whitmarsh Conducting. Stereo $5.00 

CIRCUS TIME, Decca - Evans - Enchanted for stereo $6.00 

CIRCUS IN TOWN, Decca - Evans - Enchanted for stereo $6.00 

CIRCUS SPECTACULAR, London, Merle Evans. Mono or stereo - please 


stipulate $6.00 


All above shipped parcel post and insured. 
Send $1.00 for Freddie Daw Circus Creations %" scale Wagons & Figures. 


Catalog 


FREDDIE DAW - CIRCUS HOBBY HALL 
249 Catalonia Ave. Coral Gables, Fla. 33134 





